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VCE EXTENDED INVESTIGATION – ORAL PRESENTATION (SPECIFICATIONS)
VCE Extended Investigation
(From 2025)
Externally assessed task
Oral presentation specifications
Overall conditions
The externally assessed task for Unit 4 consists of a written report and an oral presentation that together will contribute 60 per cent to the study score.
The mark structure of the two components of the externally assessed task is as follows:
written report – 60 marks
oral presentation – 40 marks.
The oral presentation will be undertaken at a time, date and venue to be set annually by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA). VCAA examination rules will apply. 
Examination Advice Slips with each student’s examination start time, date and venue will be made available by the VCAA in Term 3 as a VASS download.
The oral presentation duration will not exceed 15–20 minutes.
The oral presentation will be assessed by a panel appointed by the VCAA, and will be video-recorded as a quality assurance measure.
The oral presentation will contribute 24 per cent to the study score.
Content
The VCE Extended Investigation Study Design (From 2025) is the document for the development of the oral presentation.
The oral presentation will draw on all of the key knowledge and key skills that underpin all of the outcomes in Unit 4.
The oral presentation must have as its basis a specific research question. Students must consider their audience of educated non-specialists when presenting information and key ideas from their research. 


Format
The oral presentation will be conducted by a panel of two assessors. 
The oral presentation will consist of two sections:
Section 1 – Presentation							7–10 minutes
Section 2 – Responses to questions and challenges from the panel		8–10 minutes
Criteria
[bookmark: _Hlk191393278]The oral presentation will be assessed against the following criteria:
explanation of the investigation
defence of findings and conclusions
critical evaluation of the investigation
response to questions and challenges
The assessment criteria and performance-level descriptors for the oral presentation can be found on the VCE Extended Investigation ‘Examination specifications, past examinations and examination reports’ page on the VCAA website.
Approved materials and equipment
Students may use presentation software and/or posters.
Speaker notes are permitted.
It should be noted that there is no specific assessment criterion relating to the use of presentation aids.
Note
Additional electronic media (e.g. audio and video files) are not permitted.
Additional aids (e.g. laboratory equipment, costumes, scientific models or simulations) are not permitted.
Relevant references
The following resources should be referred to in relation to the VCE Extended Investigation oral presentation:
VCE Extended Investigation Study Design (From 2025)
Advice for teachers – Extended Investigation
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