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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Written examination – End of year
Section B – Classical perspectives
Assessment criteria for Section B
The essay will be assessed against the following criteria:
knowledge of the two classical works, and their relationships to their socio-historical contexts and the classical concern 
analysis of key ideas and the features and techniques used to explore these ideas in the two classical works 
construction of a comparative argument in response to a topic, with a focus on the comparison of key ideas and the features and techniques used to explore these ideas 
use of relevant evidence.
Expected qualities for the mark range – Section B
	Marks 
	Expected qualities

	19–20
	Demonstrates a thorough and insightful knowledge of the two classical works, with relevant, selective and integrated connections to their socio-historical contexts and the classical concern
Demonstrates a highly sophisticated understanding of classical ideas and the classical world through an insightful analysis of how the features and techniques are used to explore key ideas 
Constructs an in-depth and sustained comparison that has a clear, well-developed and relevant argument, addresses the specific demands of the topic, and incorporates key ideas and the features and techniques used to explore these ideas in response to the topic 
Integrates evidence that is accurate, highly relevant to the topic, wide-ranging and integrated into the argument





	

	17–18
	Demonstrates complex knowledge of the two classical works, with relevant and clear connections to their socio-historical contexts and the classical concern
Demonstrates a strong understanding of classical ideas and the classical world through a convincing analysis of key ideas and how the features and techniques are used to explore these ideas 
Constructs a detailed comparison through a sustained argument that embeds key ideas, and the features and techniques used to explore these ideas in response to the topic 
Incorporates evidence that is accurate and highly relevant to the topic

	15–16
	Demonstrates strong knowledge of the two classical works, with generally relevant connections to their socio-historical contexts and the classical concern
Demonstrates a good understanding of classical ideas through an analysis of key ideas, and how the features and techniques are used to explore these ideas 
Constructs a relevant comparison with a considered argument that incorporates key ideas and the features and techniques used to explore these ideas in response to the topic
Incorporates evidence that is accurate and relevant to the topic

	13–14
	Demonstrates detailed knowledge of the two classical works and their relationships to their socio-historical contexts and the classical concern
Demonstrates an understanding of classical ideas through a discussion of how the features and techniques are used to explore key ideas
Develops a clear comparison and argument and incorporates key ideas, and the features and techniques used to explore these ideas in response to the topic
Includes evidence that is mostly accurate and mostly relevant to the topic

	11–12
	Demonstrates clear knowledge of the two classical works and their connection to their socio-historical contexts and the classical concern
Discusses key classical ideas with discussion of how the features and techniques are used to explore key ideas
Develops a clear comparison and argument throughout the response that includes key ideas drawn from the topic
Discusses evidence that is mostly accurate and relevant to the topic

	9–10
	Demonstrates knowledge of the two classical works and links them to their socio-historical contexts and the classical concern
Demonstrates knowledge of key ideas through a discussion of how the techniques and/or features are used to explore these ideas
Develops a comparison of the two classical works, and an argument in response to the topic using key ideas
Includes evidence that may not be accurate and/or relevant to the topic

	7–8
	Demonstrates a basic knowledge of the two classical works with some connection to their socio-historical contexts and/or the classical concern
Describes key ideas, and the features and/or techniques in one or both of the classical works
Develops a response to the topic with elements of argument and comparison
Describes elements from the classical works as evidence

	5–6
	Demonstrates familiarity with one or both of the classical works with some reference to their socio-historical contexts and/or the classical concern 
Identifies key ideas and features and/or techniques of one or both of the classical works
Demonstrates an attempt at developing an argument and some elements of comparison
Includes basic evidence

	3–4
	Demonstrates some familiarity with one or both of the classical works with little or no knowledge of their socio-historical contexts and/or the classical concern
Identifies ideas, features and/or techniques that are loosely relevant to one or both classical works
Attempts some superficial argument and/or comparison in a general discussion that is unfocused
Includes limited evidence

	1–2
	The response is very brief, with some attempt to meet the assessment criteria

	0
	No evidence of addressing the assessment criteria
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