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2025 VCE Leader Briefing Q and A
[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Students completing VCE studies without the calculation of a study score
If a student is completing the VCE Vocational Major (VM) and is undertaking one VCE subject, is written consent from parent/caregiver and student required to complete the study unscored? 
Yes, informed consent is required. VCE studies are designed for students to receive a study score, any alteration to this within the school requires informed written consent from the student and their parent(s) or legal guardian(s).
If a student requests to complete Unit 4 without the calculation of a study score, and does not complete the end-of-year examination, but has completed Unit 3 with a score; how does this impact the achieved scores?
A study has 3 graded assessments, a study score cannot be generated with only submission of scores for one graded assessment. Schools should still enter the achieved scores for Unit 3 in this example.
If a student does go 'unscored' can their school-based assessment be modified/adjusted, so that it is more accessible than the assessment the rest of the cohort sits?
Yes. Students who complete VCE units without a study score are still required to participate in school-based assessment for levels of achievement, even if a score is not provided to the VCAA. However, the conditions under which the school-based assessment is to be completed may be varied. See page 13 of the VCE Administrative Handbook 2025 for further information.
How do we prevent a student getting a study score when they are completing an unscored pathway?
You need to enter the scores as NA on VASS if you are unable to do this, inform the VCAA Student Records Unit of students undertaking any study without the calculation of a study score.
In the VCE Administrative Handbook 2025, page 13, it states that: Students who complete VCE units without a study score are still required to: participate in school-based assessment for levels of achievement, even if a score is not provided to the VCAA. However, the conditions under which the school-based assessment is to be completed may be varied. Could you please specify the conditions you refer to here? If possible, provide examples.
Schools may approve special provision for both classroom learning and School-based Assessments to enable students with a disability, illness, impairment or a personal circumstance to demonstrate what they know, and to participate in classroom learning and/or School-based Assessments. Where considered appropriate, alternative assessment strategies may be needed. Decisions on whether to approve school-based provisions are made by schools. The VCAA recognises that school personnel, because of their knowledge of individual students and their circumstances, can sensitively vary the school learning programs and School-based Assessments to accommodate student circumstances. Further information can be found on the VCAA website.
Is there a cutoff date for students deciding to go unscored?
Schools should finalise their processes in time to meet the VASS dates published on the VCAA website.
How do we advise VCAA of unscored students, is there a form?
The mechanism to inform the VCAA of a student completing a Unit without the calculation of a study score is to enter NA for outcomes - not a zero. Contact the VCAA Student Records Unit as soon as possible if you are not able to enter scores, or if you have entered scores other than NA (including zeros) and the cut-off date to change scores has passed. 
Entry requirements
My school has a policy that students must pass Unit 1 and 2 of a subject to be able to enrol in Unit 3 and 4 of that subject. Is this allowed?
No. This is creating barriers for students to undertake a study in Unit 3. Page 4 of the VCE Administrative Handbook states that there are no prerequisites for entry into Units 1, 2 and 3. VCE students may enter studies at Units 1, 2 or 3 levels.  
The teacher of a particular study feels that it is too difficult for students to be allowed to start at Unit 3. What advice do you have in light of the response above that schools should not close off options for students?
The advice from the VCE Administrative Handbook on page 4 is that a student can enter any study at Unit 3. In some studies, before attempting Unit 3, students are recommended to complete either or both of Units 1 and 2, demonstrate equivalent experience or be willing to undertake some preparatory learning. The relevant advice is published in the study design for each study. Students should be afforded the opportunity to choose their senior secondary pathway, and schools must not create barriers to entry that are outside of the VCAA’s requirements for completion of the VCE.
If a student chooses to withdraw from a subject after the deadline, should the student be removed from VASS, or should a J or N be given?
Changes to student enrolments after the due dates require VCAA approval. Late fees will be charged, except for late withdrawals approved on compassionate grounds. Schools cannot change the enrolment status of students who are in either VCE Unit 3–4 sequences or scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequences or both and who indicate that they no longer want to continue with a unit after the closing date for withdrawal.
Special Provision
When a student is approved to take a rest break, are they able to do other things during the break? For example, could they go to the toilet, eat a snack, or stand to stretch their legs and back? 
If a student is granted rest breaks as part of an approved Special Examination Arrangement, they are expected to remain seated at their desk with their examination materials turned over.  
If a student is also granted ‘permission to leave the room during a rest break’ as part of an approved Special Examination Arrangement, they may do so, but must remain under supervision.  
Students are not permitted to use the toilet as part of a rest break. If a student wishes to use the toilet during a rest break this time will be deducted from their writing time.
Schools can apply on behalf of students for permission to stand and stretch, permission for students to have food or drink in the examination room in additional to rest breaks if required.
Can Special Provisions for exams be applied for without parent involvement, for students under 18 in difficult circumstances? 
Where a student under the age of 18 requests to make a decision independently, rather than involving their parent, guardian or carer, principals or other school staff may determine that the student is capable of making the decision on their own, that they are a "mature minor" to make that specific decision.  
To be considered a mature minor, the principal or others working with the student must be satisfied the student possesses the maturity, understanding, and capacity to comprehend the nature and implications of the decision, and that the student’s circumstances justify this decision. 
For more information, the Victorian Department of Education has made guidance available, see Mature Minors and Decision Making: Policy | education.vic.gov.au. Catholic and independent sector schools should consider whether they have sector advice available on this issue.
Miscellaneous
What are the changes to Global Politics in 2025?
VCE Politics (accreditation period – Units 1 and 2: 2024 and Units 3 and 4: 2025) has replaced the previous study of VCE Australian and Global Politics.
From 2025, students who have completed:
· both Units 3 and 4 of Australian Politics cannot count the VCE Politics Unit 3–4 sequence towards satisfactory VCE completion.
· both Units 3 and 4 of Global Politics cannot count the VCE Politics Unit 3–4 sequence towards satisfactory VCE completion.
We support all students who are studying with an external provider, but some of the results last year were very low. What can be done to help students perform more successfully?
Schools should work closely with external providers to ensure implementation of important procedural and administrative processes for delivery of the VCE, including providing 50 hours of classroom instruction per unit and ensuring teachers use the accredited VCAA VCE study designs. Schools should also ensure their course counselling processes are robust to enable the needs of the student to be met.
[bookmark: _Hlk190953944]Are students able to complete Foundation Maths Units 3 and 4 in addition to another Unit 3 and 4 Maths sequence.
Foundation Mathematics is like any other VCE study and may be taken with another VCE Mathematics study.
[bookmark: _Hlk191020891]Is it true that additional Unit 3 and 4 VCE Vocational Major (VM) studies, specifically VCE VM Literacy, will be made available to VCE students from 2025?
In 2025, VCE VM Work Related Skills and VCE VM Personal Development Skills are able to be undertaken by all VCE students. However, VCE VM Literacy and VCE VM Numeracy are currently only available to students undertaking the VCE Vocational Major.
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