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2024 VCE Punjabi written external 
examination report 

General comments 
In 2024, students demonstrated a very good understanding of variety of topics, such as Punjabi culture, 

lifestyle, professions, and community problems and solutions. Students responded to most of the questions 

with accuracy and precision. Generally, students performed very well by attempting all questions.  

Students would benefit from making notes about important points while listening to the audio texts. They are 

reminded to read the questions carefully and answer appropriately. Students are required to practise by 

listening to Punjabi audio texts during their classes or during preparation for the examinations. They should 

revise the idioms and sayings used in Punjabi, as well as their appropriate use in the context of the language 

in a variety of writings to reflect their understanding and in-depth knowledge of language aspects. 

Section 1 Part A contained three questions based on the listening texts for which students were asked to 

write in English. Part B responses were to be written in Punjabi. Students did equally well in both parts. 

In Section 2, students were required to write in English for the first two texts and in Punjabi for the third text. 

Students performed better in their response in Punjabi than in English.  

In Section 3, there were three options: 

• Question 10 asked students to write an evaluative report for the school newspaper, evaluating the 

positive and negative effects of online shopping on the daily lives of Punjabi speakers.  

• Question 11 asked students to write the script of a speech as a school captain for the first school 

assembly, informing the school community about how they planned to make the school a better place. 

• Question 12 asked students to write a journal entry about their personal experience of moving to a 

developing suburb. 

Nearly 50% of students chose Question 11. Question 12 was the next most popular choice. Very few 

students chose Question 10. 

Some students also used idioms and traditional sayings successfully to make their writing more effective. 

Students would benefit from proofreading their work to check for any issues with sentence structure, 

grammar and the legibility of their responses.  

  

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx


2024 VCE Punjabi written external assessment report   

© VCAA 

Specific information 

Section 1: Listening and responding  
Most students responded very well to Section 1. Many students included both general and specific aspects 

required by the question, and used a higher range of vocabulary and simple sentence structures in their 

responses.   

While the majority of students responded very well, a few students provided incomplete answers for 

Question 1, Question 3b. and Question 6b. 

Part A – Listening and responding in English  

Question 1 

Relevant answers included: 

• She was nominated for a prize for her contribution to organic farming by the local community. 

• She was treated like a celebrity by the media. 

• Saman and his father had to attend to guests – usually his mother does this. 

• A surprise dinner was held for her at a five-star hotel. 

Question 2 

Relevant answers included the following. 

Heera Singh: 

• good in studies or good at school 

• always on time or punctual 

• likes to watch television and/or read books. 

Moti Singh: 

• captain of the school hockey team and loves sport 

• good at organising extracurricular activities at school  

• likes to help his parents around the house on weekends.  

Question 3a. 

Relevant answers included: 

• to find work near his home or close to public transport 

• able to work the morning shift because he was looking after young brothers in the evening. 

Question 3b. 

Relevant answers included: 

• set up timers on drip-feeders using computers 

• fertilising plants from time to time 

• seeding after preparing garden beds. 
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Part B – Listening and responding in Punjabi 

Students responded very well in this part, with appropriate use of Punjabi vocabulary and sentence structure. 

Question 4 

Relevant answers included: 

• Awpxw smwn Awp bMnHI[ (pack your baggage yourself) 

• pwvr bYNk nUM Awpxy h`Q vwly JoLy iv`c r`KIN[ (keep power bank in your hand luggage) 

• kstm vwilAW nUM idKwaux leI AwpxIAwN dvweIAW bwry fwktr qoN ic`TI ilKw leIN[ (get a letter for your 

medication from your doctor to show customs) 

• koeI mswly bgYrw nw ilAweIN[ (do not bring any spices). 

Question 5 

Relevant answers included: 

• BMgVw kyvl muMifAW leI nhIN hY, koeI vI pw skdw hY[ (Bhangra is not for boys only. Anybody can do it) 

• bhuq swrIAW nvIAW kdm cwlW is`K irhw hW, ijhVIAW mYN prvwrk Aqy pwrtIAW iv`c vrqIAW hn[ies nwl qwl 
vI suDrdI hY[ (learning lots of new moves and I have used them at parties and family events. Learning 

the steps has improved my coordination) 

• mnobl Aqy qMdrusqI vDdI hY qy swfy srIr iv`coN hwrmon inkldw hY[ (good for morale and health, and body 

releases a hormone) 

• nvyN smwjk irSqy bxwaux leI vI ieh jmwqW shweI huMdIAW hn[ (these classes help in developing new social 

relationships) 

• ieh quhwfw Awqm ivSvws vDwauNdw hY[ (improve your self-confidence). 

Question 6a. 

Relevant answers included: 

• KuSbUdwr kw&I dw AnMd mwxn qoN KuMJdy hn jW hOlI-hOlI cuskIAW Br ky kw&I pIx dw AnMd nhIN mwx skdy[ (miss 

the enjoyment of flavour of coffee or sipping the coffee slowly) 

• dukwn dI grmwieS/ in`G/ vwqwvrn dw AnMd nhIN mwx skdy[ (not able to enjoy the ambience of the shop) 

• kMm sMbMDI msilAW qy crcw nhIN kr skdyy[ (not able to discuss work-related issues) 

Question 6b. 

Relevant answers included: 

• AMdr bYT ky kw&I pIx dy BwA Gtw dyxy Aqy kY&y iv`c muPq vweI PweI[ (reduced prices for dine-in coffee and 

free wi-fi at cafe) 

• vPwdwrI kwrf vI Swiml hoxgy[jykr auh ds vwr kOPI pIxgy qW aunHW dI ie`k kOPI muPq hovygI[ (introduction of a 

loyalty card for these customers. If they drink in the cafe 10 times they will get a free coffee) 

• gwhkW dy mnorMjn leI sMgIq suxn leI swaUNf isstm dI auplbDI[ (sound system is available for the 

customers to listen to music for entertainment) 

• ieko vwr vrqx vwly k`pW dI vrqoN GtygI, ijs nwl vwqwvrn nUM Pwiedw hovygw[ (use of single-use cups 

minimised to benefit the environment). 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx


2024 VCE Punjabi written external assessment report   

© VCAA 

Section 2: Reading and responding 

Part A – Reading and responding in English  

Students performed well in Part A. Student responses were assessed according to how well they 

demonstrated their understanding of general and specific aspects of texts (e.g. by comparing, contrasting, 

summarising and/or evaluating) and conveyed information appropriately.  

Question 7a. 

Relevant answers included: 

• commonly accessible article 

• lightweight 

• flat surface and/or easy to handle/use. 

Question 7b. 

• if a person needs to be nagged  

• if a person has to be made aware of their own real character. 

Question 8a. 

Relevant answers included: 

• analysis of patient data, medical history, symptoms, medical imagery and test results to make accurate 

diagnoses or predict outcomes 

• assisting/integrated in complex surgeries through robotic systems  

• providing guidance and step-by step assistance for new techniques. 

Question 8b. 

Relevant answers included: 

• AI cannot replicate human care and service  

• technology and AI are not foolproof and cannot replace human expertise.  

Part B – Reading and responding in Punjabi 

Students were assessed according to how well they demonstrated an understanding of the stimulus text; 

wrote text appropriate and relevant to context, purpose and audience; structured and sequenced information 

and ideas; and manipulated language structures and vocabulary in Punjabi. 

Question 9 

Relevant answers may have included:  

• eI-myl FMg (email format) 

• mwipAW nUM inrwS nw kro[ (do not disappoint parents) 

• hONslw qy p`kw ierwdw idKwE[ (show resilience and determination) 

• hwly vI in``jI qy pVHweI p`KoN A`gy vDn dy mOky auplbD[ (still opportunities to grow personally/academically) 

• AwstrylIAw iv`c vDIAw mOky[ (exciting opportunities in Australia) 
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• pVHweI qy nOkrI dw sMquln bx skdw[ (able to balance job and study)  

• pySyvr qzrbw prwpq kr skdy ho[ (able to gain professional experience). 

Section 3: Writing in Punjabi 
Students were assessed according to how well they demonstrated depth of treatment of information, ideas 

and/or opinions; wrote text appropriate and relevant to context, purpose and audience; structured and 

sequenced information and ideas; and manipulated language structures and vocabulary in Punjabi. 

There were three options in this section, each requiring a different text type and a different style of writing: a 

report (evaluative), a script of a speech (informative) and a diary entry (personal). Students were required to 

use evaluative, informative and personal writing styles in their responses.  

Question 10 

Relevant responses may have included:  

• isrlyK (title of the article) 

• BUimkw (introduction) 

• prDwn AMg (body) (three positive and three negative effects) (conclusion) 

• skwrwqmk prBwv (positive effects): 

o shUlq: AwnlweIn KrIddwrI nwl gwhk Awpxy GrylU Arwm iv`c KrIddwrI Aqy smyN Aqy koiSS dI 
bcq kr skdw hY[ (convenience: online shopping allows consumers to shop from the comfort 

of their homes, saving time and effort) 

o phuMcXogqw: ies nwl lok keI qrHW dIAW cIzW qy v`K-v`K BUgoilk QwvW qoN phMuc kr skdy hn, irvwieqI 
ie`tW Aqy sImYNt dIAW bxIAW p`kIAW dukwnW nwloN izAwdw ivklp imldy hn[ (accessibility: it 

enables people to access a wide variety of products from different geographical locations, 

providing more options than traditional brick-and-mortar stores) 

o lwgq iv`c bcq: AwnlweIn KrIddwrI iv`c ktOqIAW, mShUrIAW Aqy qulnwqimk FMg hn, ijnHW nwl 
gwhk vDIAw sOdw l`B ky vwhvw pYsy bcw skdy hn[ (cost savings: online shopping often offers 

discounts, promotions and comparison tools that help consumers to find the best deals, 

potentially saving them money) 

o smyN dI kuSlqw: AwnlweIn KrIddwrI nwl dukwnW iv`c jwx dI loV nhIN rihMdI, ijs nwl smW bcdw hY 
ijhVw ik hor gqIivDIAW qy Krc kr skdy hW[ (time efficiency: online shopping eliminates the 

need to travel to physical stores, saving time that can be spent on other activities) 

o sMswrk p`Dr vwlw bzwr: AwnlweIn KrIddwrI, gwhkW leI dunIAW Br qoN cIzW dI KrIddwrI leI mOky 
prdwn krdI hY, ijs nwl invyklIAW qy Kws cIzW qy phuMc v`D jWdI hY[ (global marketplace: online 

shopping opens up opportunities for consumers to purchase goods from around the world, 

increasing access to unique or specialty items) 

o BwA nUM G`t-v~D krn dI SkqI (more bargaining power). 

nkwrwqmk prBwv (negative effects): 

o sur`iKAw dy iPkr: AwnlweIn KrIddwrI nwl gwhkW dI Snw^q corI hox dw Kqrw, DoKw-Pryb, AMqrjwl 
rwhIN hmlw ho skdw hY, jykr Xog sur`iKAw swDn nw vrqy jwx[ (security concerns: online 

shopping exposes consumers to the risk of identity theft, fraud and cyberattacks if proper 

security measures are not in place) 
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o Coh ky nw dyK skxw: ikauNik gwhk vwsqivkqw iv`c cIzW nUM KrIdx qoN pihlW ttol ky nhIN dyK skdy, 
ies krky prwpq kIqIAW cIzW Awpxy gux qy srUp sdkw, Aws muqwbk pURrIAW nw hox dw KdSw huMdw hY[ 

(lack of tangibility: since consumers cannot physically inspect products before purchase, 

there is a risk of receiving items that do not meet expectations in terms of quality or 

appearance) 

o qknwlojI qy inrBrqw: mwVy buinAwdI-FWcy jW qknIkI nuksW vwly KyqrW iv`c AwnlweIn KrIddwrI leI 
AMqrjwl dI shUlq Aqy ielYktronk aupkrnW qy inrBr hoxw pYNdw hY[ (dependency on technology: 

reliance on internet connectivity and electronic devices for online shopping can be 

problematic in areas with poor infrastructure or during technical outages) 

o smwjk vKryvW: AwnlweIn KrIddwrI v`l JukwA krky dukwndwrW Aqy hor gwhkW nwl Awhmxy-swhmxy 
dI g`lbwq G`t geI hY, ijs nwl A`frypx dw Aihsws iv`c kwPI vwDw hoieAw hY[ (social isolation: 

the shift towards online shopping reduces face-to-face interactions with salespeople and 

other shoppers, potentially contributing to feelings of isolation) 

o vwqwvrn qy Asr: AwvwjweI Aqy gTVIkrn, Kws krky smuMdrI jhwjW duAwrw qyz smwn Byjx dy 
ivklpW nwl kwrbn inkws Aqy rihMd-KUMhd bxn iv`c Xogdwn pwauNdw hY[ (environmental impact: 

the transportation and packaging associated with online shopping contribute to carbon 

emissions and waste generation, especially with expedited shipping options). 

o is`tw (conclusion) 

Question 11 

Relevant answers may have included:  

• skUlI BweIcwry nUM sMbODn (address to the school community) 

• jwx-pCwx (introduction)  

• suJwey gey bdlwA smyq prDwn-AMg (body including suggested changes) 

• ivAwiKAw nwl sMBv qbdILIAW (possible changes with explanation) 

• is`iKAw dw smrQn krnw: ividAwrQIAW dI Akwdmk s&lqw vwsqy mdd krky, mYN is`Kx dw ie`k skwrwqmk mwhOl 
pYdw krn iv`c Xogdwn pw skdw/skdI hW[ (supporting learning: I can provide assistance to students who 

need help with their coursework. By helping students succeed academically, I contribute to a positive 

learning environment) 

• mYN suAwgqI mwhOl, ij`Qy hr koeI siqkwr Aqy kdr mihsUs krdw hovy, smUlIAq Aqy iviBMnqw nUM auqSwhq kr 
skdw/skdI hW[ (encouraging inclusivity: I can promote inclusivity and diversity by fostering a welcoming 

atmosphere where everyone feels respected and valued)  

• slwh Aqy mwrgdrSn: in`jI jW Akwdmk cuxOqIAW dw swhmxw kr rhy ividAwrQIAW nUM mYN slwh Aqy mwrgdrSn dI 
pySkS kr skdw/skdI hW[ (mentoring and guidance: I can offer mentorship and guidance to students who 

may be struggling with personal or academic challenges) 

• sur`iKAw auqSwhn: mYN ividAwrQIAW leI ie`k sur`iKAq mwhOl bxwaux iv`c Xogdwn pw skdw/skdI hW ijvyN ik sMBwvI 
sur`iKAw KqirAW bwry cOksI, sur`iKAw qOr-qrIikAW bwry jwgrUkqw pYdw krnw Aqy D`kySwhI Aqy prySwnI nUM rokx leI 
pihlkdmIAW dw sihXog krky[ (promoting safety: I can contribute to creating a safe and secure 

environment for students by being vigilant about potential safety hazards, promoting awareness of safety 

protocols, and supporting initiatives aimed at preventing bullying and harassment) 

• BweIcwrk SmUlIAq: smwgmW dw AwXojn krky, BweIcwrk syvw kwrj-krmW iv`c syvw inBw ky jW sQwnk sMsQwvW nwl 
sihXog krky mYN skUl Aqy ivAwpk BweIcwry iv`ckwr sMbMD bxwaux iv`c mdd kr skdw/skdI hW[ (community 

engagement: I can facilitate connections between the school and the broader community by organising 

events, volunteering for community service projects, or collaborating with local organisations)  
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• AwdrSk nmUnw: ividAwrQIAW Aqy sihkrmIAW nwl myrI g`lbwq smyN juMmyvwrI, iemwndwrI Aqy hmdrdI vrgy guxW dw 
prdrSn krky mYN ie`k skwrwqmk AwdrS vjoN kMm kr skdw/ skdI hW Aqy dUijAW nUM ieh gux Apnwaux leI 
prBwvq kr skdw/skdI hW[ (role modelling: by demonstrating qualities such as responsibility, integrity and 

compassion in my interactions with students and colleagues, I can serve as a positive role model and 

influence others to emulate these values) 

• skUl smyN qoN bwAd hor is`iKAw shUlq mu&q prdwn kIqI jwvygI[ (more learning support after school free of 

cost) 

• Xog AMq (a proper ending). 

Question 12 

Relevant answers may have included:  

• isrlyK (title) 

• aupngr dy nvyN ivkws bwry jwx-pCwx (introduction about new development of the suburb) 

• suJwey gey qzrby spStIkrn dy nwl (suggested experiences with explanation)  

• jwx dw kwrn/ quhwfy ‘qy iks cIz ny Asr pwieAw hY ijvyN ik: (reason for moving / what made an impression on 

you such as:) 

• swfy aupngr dy AMdr jnqk AwvwjweI dy ivklp (public transportation options within our suburb) 

• jnqk ikqwb-Gr, BweIcwrk kyNdr Aqy jnqk vweI-&weI hotspwt (public library, community centres and 

public wi-fi hotspots) 

• Kyf mYdwn (sportsground) 

• KrIddwrI kyNdr iv`c hor iksmW dIAW dukwnW (more variety of shops in the shopping centre) 

• Ajokw hspqwl (modern hospital). 
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