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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]General comments
[bookmark: _Hlk86848779]In the 2024 VCE Chinese Second Language written examination, students generally demonstrated a good understanding of the requirements of each section. They demonstrated a good understanding of the overall meaning of listening and reading texts, and responded appropriately to the tasks.
Students are encouraged to focus more on the details in both the listening and reading texts, as some responses were missing key points, which impacted their overall performance.
In Section 2, Part B, most students were aware that their responses should be based solely on the information provided in the stimulus text, rather than introducing new ideas. 
Responses that scored highly showcased a good range of vocabulary and excellent control of grammar in both Section 2, Part B and Section 3.
In Section 3, students demonstrated the ability to utilise the topics they had learned throughout Unit 3 and Unit 4 to compose detailed responses. Students should carefully read the essay prompts in both English and Chinese to ensure they accurately interpret the task they choose.
To prepare for the examination, students are advised to: 
familiarise themselves with the grammar and prescribed characters in the study design
practise their listening and note-taking skills across a wide range of topics
revise the characteristics of different writing styles and text types
take timed practice exams to practise using reading time effectively and allocate appropriate time for each section.  


Specific information
This report provides sample answers, or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 
Section 1
Part A – Listening and responding in English
This section assessed students’ capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of texts.
Question 1a.
Elder brother is going to the university. 
Lanlan and Daming need to buy him a gift.
Many students mentioned 'brother' instead of specifying 'elder brother', which did not clearly indicate their relationship. Some students confused the phrase 考上大学 (be accepted into the university) with 'sit in the university examination' or 'graduate from the university’.
Question 1b.
They decided not to buy their elder brother’s favourite poster.
Their elder brother has too many posters.
They decided not to buy a cookbook.
Cookbooks can be borrowed from a library.
Some students confused the Chinese word 海报 (hǎibào, poster) with 海豹 (hǎibào, seal) or 包 (bāo, bag). Students are encouraged to consider the context to determine the correct meaning and to pay closer attention to the specific tones in key words.
Question 1c.
Responses were required to outline that they will make a cookbook themselves, and to include three of the following reasons: 
A cookbook is practical.
The elder brother can learn to cook dishes that their mum often makes.
He can cook his favourite dishes when he misses family/them.
They think the elder brother will definitely like it.
[bookmark: _Hlk185251501]Some commonly missed key points included 'practical,' 'mum often makes' and 'elder brother will definitely like it.' Some students confused 'cooking favorite dishes' with 'learning to cook,' which are two distinct key points.


Part B – Listening and responding in Chinese
In this part of the examination, students were assessed on their understanding of the listening text and their ability to accurately convey appropriate information from the text in Chinese. The information presented in the response needed to be relevant to the question. Responses were not awarded separate marks for content and language. Responses that included the relevant information and were expressed clearly in Chinese were awarded full marks. 
Question 2a.
因为这家店的面包是本地最好吃的 (because the bread in this shop is the most delicious locally)
客人可以自己做喜欢的奶茶(customers can make their own favourite milk tea)
还可以一边看风景一边吃东西  (and they can also enjoy the view while eating)
Responses to this question generally scored highly. However, some responses did not include the term 本地 (locally).
Question 2b.
王先生要求员工及时把桌子收干净 (Mr Wang requires staff to clean the tables promptly.)
早上的员工七点半要到店里 (Morning staff must arrive by 7.30 am.)
下午的员工要提前换好工作服来上班 (Afternoon staff need to change into their uniforms before coming to work.)
做面包的员工早上很早要到店里 (The bakers must arrive at the shop very early in the morning.)
Some commonly missed key points in this question were 及时 (promptly)，早上的员工 (morning staff) 
and提前 (in advance). 
Question 2c.
学生下班后可以带两个面包回家 (students can take two loaves of bread home after work)
每个月有一次下午茶 (attend a monthly afternoon tea)
可以跟店里最好的面包师学做面包 (learn to make bread from the shop’s best baker.)
Some responses did not contain key phrases such as 每个月 (monthly) and 店里最好的 (best in the shop).
Section 2
Part A – Reading, listening and responding in English
Question 3a.
At the beginning, the author expressed that people’s lives are too comfortable these days and few people have ideals.
At the end of the article, he trusts the society will become better in the hands of the people mentioned in the text.
Some responses expressed 'few people have ideals' as 'few ideal people', which distorted the meaning. 
Question 3b.
Liu Yue used a social media platform to find an animal hospital/vet for the dog. 
Gao Mei invited famous music teachers to give online lessons. 
And she held an online concert last month.
Many responses did not include the key point 'social platform' and some misinterpreted 'online concert' as 'online music festival'.
Question 3c.
Invite people from different countries to give speeches.
Play movies in different languages.
Responses to this question generally scored highly. However, some responses expressed 放电影 as 'put movie' instead of 'play movie' or 'put the movie on,' which distorted the original meaning.
Question 3d.
They felt happy when they heard elders talk about their happy past.
They became friends with elders.
They learned how to communicate with elders. 
They learned from elders / they learned how to plant flowers from an elderly person. 
They gained a sense of accomplishment.
Many responses demonstrated a thorough understanding of this question, but a commonly missed key point was that 'Li Ming felt happy'.
Question 3e.
Liu Yue: 
set up an animal rescue club
enabled more people to look after injured animals. 
Gao Mei: 
opened a youth music centre 
provided children in small cities with better opportunities to learn music. 
Huang Ying: 
uses weekend time to organise cultural activities 
raised everyone’s understanding of multiculturalism. 
Li Ming: 
produced a TV program about a Chinese nursing home 
made more people start caring about the lives of the elderly.
While most responses scored highly for this question, only a few achieved full marks. Some common errors included misinterpreting 会 (club/organisation in this context) as 'meeting', overlooking the key point 'injured', misinterpreting 'animals' as 'dogs', and missing important details such as 'small cities', 'weekend' and 'Chinese nursing home'. Some students did not fully understand the question, as they either translated the entire text in their responses or addressed only the contributions.
Part B – Reading and responding in Chinese
Students were required to demonstrate an understanding of the stimulus text/texts and to address the requirements of the task by conveying the relevant information from the text/texts that was appropriate for the audience and the prescribed writing style and text type. 
The reading text included a visual stimulus. Students who wrote high-scoring responses were able to successfully incorporate information from the visual stimulus in their response.
In Section 2, Part B, students are reminded to organise information more logically to meet the task requirements rather than relying on the provided structure in the stimulus text. Many students also did not incorporate the information from the image into their responses.
Responses were assessed holistically according to the assessment criteria and the expected qualities published on the VCAA website. Responses were not awarded separate marks for content and language accuracy; however, language accuracy was an important quality that was considered in the assessment. 
It was possible to achieve a high score for this question without exceeding the specified word/character limit, which is shorter than the limit specified for Section 3.
Question 4
Text type: script of speech 
Kind of writing: informative 
Audience: classmates in Chinese class
To score highly for this question, responses needed to include 科技馆的外观(图片 (a description of the science and technology museum's exterior based on the image), and four of the following points: 
· 位置 (location) 
· 十点以前有免费票/免费票数量有限 (free tickets before 10.00 am / limited free tickets) 
· 参观科技历史展：黑白电视机、电话机 (visit science and technology history exhibition: black and white TV, telephone)
· 看4D电影 (watch 4D movies)
· 在太空站试穿太空服 (try on space suit at the space station)
· 四点关门 (close at 4.00 pm).
High-scoring responses reorganised information logically to meet the task requirements. 
Lower-scoring responses did not demonstrate the ability to manipulate language to suit the text type required by the task. Some responses also overused idioms, detracting from the development of a logical response.


Section 3 – Writing in Chinese
Responses in this section should demonstrate an understanding of the characteristics and specified styles of writing and text types published by the VCAA. Responses are assessed holistically, with consideration given to the relevance, breadth and depth of content, as well as the accuracy, range and appropriateness of language.
Question 5
Students were asked to write a diary entry reflecting on their experiences of adopting a healthy habit.
Text type: journal entry 
Kind of writing: personal 
Audience: yourself
For this question, the most popular choice of essay options was the personal writing task on healthy lifestyles.
Responses included a wide range of healthy habits, for example exercises, maintaining a healthy diet, establishing health routines and spending device-free time. 
High-scoring responses described experiences in detail, focusing on how developing one habit benefited overall health over the course of a month. These responses typically included reasons why the student chose to adopt the particular habit, the challenges they faced while maintaining it, and the benefits they gained by the end. The transitions throughout these experiences were smooth, and the expressions were accurate and appropriate.
Some common misinterpretations of this question included describing three habits instead of focusing on one, or describing a habit without linking it to how it benefited health. For example, some responses explained how a habit helped to improve the student’s studies over time rather than their general health.
Question 6
Students were asked to write an evaluative report reviewing a Chinese dance performance organised by the school.
Text type: report 
Kind of writing: evaluative 
Audience: president of the student council  
Most responses demonstrated a clear understanding of the structure of an evaluative essay. They identified and discussed both the successes and shortcomings of the event.
Successes of the event: authentically showcased Chinese culture, was well-received by students, featured exquisite costumes and props.
Shortcomings of the event: the tickets were too expensive, the timing conflicted with exams, there was a low level of awareness of the event among students, and some performers were not well prepared.
High-scoring responses focused specifically on the event itself, providing logical and detailed analysis of its successes and shortcomings. These responses ensured that aspects used as either successes or shortcomings did not contradict each other within a single response.
Some responses focused on evaluating the general implications of organising a cultural event rather than the event itself. For example, they mentioned that organising a dance event is expensive rather than specifying that the school spent too much on this particular dance event. Additionally, some responses relied on formulaic expressions such as “此举” (this action) instead of “这次表演” (this performance), which reduced the specificity and clarity of the writing.
Question 7
Students were asked to write an email persuading a famous vlogger to film an episode of their travel show in the students' favourite city in Australia.
Text type: email 
Kind of writing: persuasive 
Audience: the travel vlogger
Many responses identified unique features of Melbourne, such as its beautiful natural scenery, a diverse range of cuisine from around the world, and the kindness of Melbournians.
High-scoring responses effectively linked these features to how they could benefit the vlogger in creating an episode of the travel show. For example, the buildings in Melbourne's CBD could be a highlight of the show. These responses also included detailed examples and demonstrated a good range of vocabulary, incorporating idioms and advanced verbs accurately and appropriately.
Students are reminded to pay close attention to the tone of persuasive language. Some responses adopted a neutral tone when introducing Melbourne rather than actively convincing the vlogger to visit the city.
Question 8
Students were asked to write an imaginative story about what happened after they saw a prominent Chinese person from ancient times becoming their teacher. 
Text type: story 
Kind of writing: imaginative 
Audience: youth readers
Few students chose this question. Some prominent Chinese people from ancient times whom students could have written about are Qin Shi Huang, Li Bai and Kongzi. 
High-scoring responses successfully conveyed significant information and demonstrated creativity and imagination in their content. For example, in one story, an ancient Chinese poet took the author back in time to experience how he became world-renowned, which helped the author to realise that life experiences are the best lessons, far beyond what any booklet can teach.
Some students used figures from mythology or modern Chinese history as characters in their stories, which did not fully address the requirements of the question.
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