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[bookmark: _Toc191460526]VCE Sinhala: Teaching and Learning Activities
[bookmark: _Toc191460527]Unit 1
[bookmark: _Hlk179222517]Unit 1 - Area of Study 1
	Concept 
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Identity
	Personal
	Inclusivity, Diversity and Belonging 
	Watch your language! Impact of language use on personal image


[bookmark: _Toc191460528][bookmark: _Hlk179222526]Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to exchange meaning in an informal, personal spoken interaction in Sinhala. 
[bookmark: _Toc191460529]Examples of learning activities
	Introduce yourself to a group or the whole class, using informal spoken language. Share information about your interests and hobbies.

	Watch a video clip of people sharing a personal story or experience, and identify as many story telling techniques as possible (e.g. sequencing words, descriptive language, tone). Discuss your findings with a partner, then share with the class, working collaboratively to create a mind map that identifies examples of the different techniques.

	Share a personal story or experience using the descriptive language and engaging storytelling techniques you have brainstormed as a class.

	Create a language portrait and view everyone’s portraits. Write positive messages about each person’s portrait in Sinhala on a sticky note and stick these around the portraits.

	Discuss the role of language in shaping your personal values and beliefs. Collate information in dot points on the board.

	Write a reflective text on your personal identity and its relationship to language.

	Complete a weekly reflection journal, documenting thoughts and experiences related to language use, and the impact of language on personal identity, image and inclusivity. Reflect on the use of informal language in this text type and identify texts or contexts where formal language would be required.

	Working in groups, create a digital or paper-based word cloud on an aspect of the subtopic related to inclusivity, diversity or belonging. Read a word cloud from another group and discuss the similarities and differences, and any new words that appear. Brainstorm phrases you could use to share your findings, then share your observations with the class in Sinhala.

	Participate in a gallery walk, collecting words and phrases for expressing opinions, then collect a new word cloud from another group and write a small opinion text on that aspect of the subtopic.

	View a range of images portraying stereotypes. Brainstorm the vocabulary required to describe the image, then complete a ‘What makes you say that?’ thinking routine. Engage in a class discussion on the impact of language associated with stereotypes and ways to promote inclusive and respectful communication.

	In small groups, create posters that unpack and promote more inclusive and respectful communication.

	Read an article or watch a video that explores the connection between language, power and social hierarchies, and analyse the power dynamics inherent in language use. Write a reflection about how you use language. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk139633649]Discuss the use of Sinhala between 2 different groups in Sinhala-speaking communities and reflect on their language norms and standards. 

	Analyse the language used in social media posts, comments or online forums and group comments according to different elements (e.g. positive vs negative language, formal vs informal).

	Discuss the potential impact of language on shaping online communities, and the responsibility of individuals in promoting positive communication. Write an informative text for an online magazine.

	Discuss the strategies employed by advertisers promoting different products. View a selection of advertisements and, in pairs, analyse the language used to promote products or services, then present your analysis to the class.

	Listen to a guest speaker sharing personal experiences related to language and personal image, then ask questions and share your personal experiences. 

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers] Participate in a debate about the impact of language use on belonging. 

	


	[bookmark: _Toc191460530][image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example 
A debate about the impact of language use on belonging.

Watch a video of a debate and record useful expressions to use in your group’s debate.

Complete a ‘running dictation’ activity, revising the use of debating phrases.

Collect a debate discussion card for your group and research the topic, taking notes and creating a glossary of key terms.

Complete a 'pros and cons’ table, identifying information supporting the 2 sides of the argument. 

Brainstorm useful persuasive devices and phrases for use during the debate and create a class-generated online revision activity using these expressions.

Prepare arguments supporting your position and challenging the other team’s possible arguments.

Draft a script of the debate, using your ‘pros and cons’ table to anticipate the other team’s arguments and refute their statements, then edit your work based on feedback from your teacher.

Engage in a structured debate. 




Unit 1 - Area of Study 2
	Concept 
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Sustainability
	Community
	Sustaining language and culture
	Celebrating culture– specific community events


[bookmark: _Toc191460531]Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse information from texts in Sinhala related to different aspects of the subtopic studied and respond in writing to short-answer questions about the texts in English.
[bookmark: _Toc191460532]Examples of learning activities
	Brainstorm a range of words, formulaic phrases and sentences related to cultural celebrations as a class, and create a vocabulary list.

	Analyse a text related to a cultural event by annotating key features of the text. Re-read the text, and in a group of 3–4, retell the main points. Write a summary paragraph of the main points in Sinhala. 

	Watch a video about a cultural event and record useful vocabulary and expressions. Create a poster and write captions for a selection of stills and photos from the video. Present your poster to a small group and share your opinions and ideas. 

	In pairs, look at an image related to a cultural celebration in a Sinhala-speaking community and describe what you see. Identify the audience and purpose of the image, then explain what is happening in Sinhala from the perspective of one of the people in the image.

	Listen to a podcast in Sinhala and brainstorm relevant comprehension questions for this text. Develop a set of questions about the podcast in Sinhala using the selected interrogatives, then answer the comprehension questions in Sinhala. 

	Analyse 2 texts related to a festival (e.g. a written report and a spoken interview), identify the key information and create a Venn diagram to capture the content that is common to both texts and the content that is unique. 

	Read an article or a review about a cultural event, highlighting sentences that relate to opinions, then compare these with opinions expressed in a listening text. Summarise the different opinions and ideas in a table.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Present a 1 to 2–minute speech to the class about a cultural celebration in a Sinhala-speaking community. 


	Brainstorm useful discourse markers and backchannelling strategies for use in a conversation or interview to maintain the flow of dialogue and express interest and attention. Practise using these in an informal conversation with a partner.

	Write a script for an interview with a local Sinhala-speaking community member asking them about an important cultural celebration. 

	Complete a PMI chart about preserving a cultural celebration in a local Sinhala-speaking celebration in the local community. Write an informative article in Sinhala for the local community paper outlining the advantages and disadvantages of continuing to hold this event.

	Choose a cultural celebration and, in small groups, develop a plan to host this celebration at your school. Write a persuasive letter to your school principal providing the details of the event and outlining why it would be a valuable experience for students.

	


	[bookmark: _Toc191460533][image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example 
A 1 to 2–minute speech about a cultural celebration in a Sinhala-speaking community. 

Choose a cultural celebration from a Sinhala-speaking community and complete a ‘Know, wonder, learn’ table.

Brainstorm target vocabulary required to present a speech to the class about the celebration. Create and run an online revision activity.

Design and create a mind map in Sinhala, identifying the different types of information you will require for your presentation.  

Watch a documentary, video or film about the cultural celebration or event in Sinhala and identify the target vocabulary and main points conveyed in the text. Add this to your mind map.

Revise question words in Sinhala and, in small groups, brainstorm a range of comprehension questions that could be used when interviewing someone about a cultural celebration in a Sinhala-speaking community.

[bookmark: _Int_3ieTZmd5]Identify other students who have chosen the same cultural celebration. In pairs or groups, complete a question quadrants activity to analyse and select the most appropriate questions for an interview about a cultural celebration. Think about questioning techniques, interview format, style and the information you want to elicit. 

Work with a partner from another group to participate in and record a mock interview. Ask questions about their chosen cultural celebration and answer questions about yours. Show interest and engagement by incorporating discourse markers and backchannelling strategies.

Reflect on your own part in the mock interview using a video performance reflection and write goals for future improvement. 

Record your interview about the cultural celebration with a local Sinhala-speaking community member, using the questions you have generated and actively listening and participating in the conversation.

Watch the recording of the interview, making notes about key pieces of information, then write several quotes or anecdotes that can be incorporated into your presentation.

Write a draft script for your 1 to 2–minute speech and respond to feedback from your teacher to further improve your work.

Present a 1 to 2–minute speech to the class about your chosen cultural celebration in a Sinhala-speaking community.





Unit 1 - Area of Study 3
	Concept 
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Community
	Identity
	Relationships and Human Interaction
	Cultural perspectives reflected in everyday interactions


[bookmark: _Toc191460534]Outcome 3
[bookmark: _Hlk190785117]On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce original writing in Sinhala on the subtopic studied that includes information to support ideas and opinions.
[bookmark: _Toc191460535]Examples of learning activities
	Explore your own identity through a visual text by creating a language portrait representing the languages you understand, are familiar with and/or speak. Write a short paragraph explaining why you have placed each language in a specific area and how this affects the ways in which you interact with others.

	View the language portraits during a 'gallery walk'. Write down your observations about your classmates’ language identity and/or experiences and compare them to your own in a ‘See, think, wonder’ chart or Cornell note taking sheet.

	Research and/or brainstorm key values (e.g. kindness, courage, fairness, community, gratitude) held by the members of the Sinhala-speaking community in Australia and create a class word wall. Participate in a word association activity, writing words on sticky notes and placing them around the appropriate value, and then use an online quiz generator or game to revise any new vocabulary.

	Find a series of images from the Sinhala-speaking community that relate to the key values. Annotate how they impact the ways in which relationships are formed and maintained within the family, friendship groups and the broader community. Create a mind-map and elaborate on how these key values are connected to your own personal identity.

	Participate in a dictionary race where the teacher reads words for comparing and contrasting (e.g. conjunctions, comparative and superlative adjectives) aloud in Sinhala and students race to locate the word in the dictionary. Create a list of new vocabulary from the activity in your notes.

	Discuss the values of Sinhala-speaking countries or communities in Australia and around the world and compare them to the values reflected in a range of other Australian communities using a Venn diagram. Write a paragraph using real or hypothetical examples from everyday interactions to elaborate on one of the similarities or differences you observed.

	Identify different types of relationships in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures, why these relationships are important and how these relationships are maintained. Using an online collaboration tool, collate what you learnt and what you would like to learn more about. 

	Read texts or view short video clips in Sinhala and discuss how living in a multicultural society directly impacts identity and affects the way in which people interact with each other. Discuss the information presented in the texts or video clips in a ‘Think, pair, share’ activity, then participate in a fishbowl activity, facilitating discussions and sharing your knowledge.

	In small groups, research how levels of formality are represented within the Sinhala-speaking community (e.g. vocabulary choices, grammatical structures, body language, use of silence) and contrast these with other communities within Australia. Create a series of video clips that demonstrate the varying degrees of formality within the Sinhala-speaking community and other communities within Australia, using Sinhala where appropriate.

	Brainstorm a class definition of ‘cultural perspectives’ and compare this to definitions found in dictionaries and online sources, then identify examples of cultural perspectives (e.g. communication styles, body language, etiquette, individualism vs collectivism). Discuss the importance of understanding a wide variety of cultural perspectives.

	Listen to an Australian song focusing on identity (such as ‘I am Australian’) and compare this to a song in Sinhala, then use a T-chart to note the different perspectives within each of the songs. Write a paragraph in Sinhala about how diverse cultural perspectives might impact on the way we interact with people from diverse cultural backgrounds, using the information in the T-chart.

	Write a journal entry, diary, or blog post reflecting on how Sinhala has impacted the way in which you communicate with others, noting the positive experiences and the challenges you have encountered. Share your text with a partner and make connections between your own experiences and theirs.

	Listen to a presentation that provides an overview of various text types and discuss the characteristics, writing styles and purposes of each. Complete an online scavenger hunt, locating different text types and displaying annotated copies of these in the classroom for future reference.

	Discuss different question types and question words; then, as a class, create a series of open-ended questions to use when interviewing individuals of diverse backgrounds living in Australia about their experiences of everyday interactions. Interview a partner and note their responses in Sinhala to test the validity of the interview questions. With a partner, discuss how the interview questions could be refined or what follow-up questions could be asked to prompt more detail.

	Conduct interviews with individuals from diverse backgrounds living in Australia using the questions you have created. Write notes in Sinhala summarising how people’s lives in Australia may have shaped their perspectives, experiences and identities.

	Plan a report exploring how language and culture encourage the creation of strong relationships, identifying links between Sinhala-speaking communities in Australia and around the world. Show your work to a partner and use the ladder of feedback to obtain feedback on strengths and areas for improvement in your writing.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Create a presentation explaining how language influences the way you perceive yourself and others with a focus on Australia’s multicultural society and how this impacts your interactions in everyday life.

	


	[bookmark: _Toc191460536][image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example 
A presentation explaining how language influences the way you perceive yourself and others with a focus on Australia’s multicultural society and how this impacts your interactions in everyday life. 

Watch a video about a person who lives in Australia and speaks Sinhala and how their identity is impacted by their languages and cultures. Write notes about your thoughts, observations and questions from the video and discuss these in small groups.

Reflect on your own connections to different languages and cultures, and how they have influenced your interactions with others. Summarise your reflections using key words or dot-points in Sinhala, and then participate in a ‘Think, pair, share’ activity.

Write a short paragraph, diary entry, or personal reflection about how understanding different cultures has impacted the way you interact with others, making connections to the ideas from and discussions with your peers, and with information from the video.

As a class, brainstorm what multiculturalism means and how it may be demonstrated in different areas of Australian society. Collate the ideas on a word cloud to be displayed in the classroom.

Discuss the positive aspects and the challenges surrounding multiculturalism in Australia and the impacts they may have on interactions for people living in Australia, including the Sinhala-speaking community.

Brainstorm a list of questions about the impacts of culture in everyday interactions. Work in small groups to research answers to your group’s questions, and consider the different ways cultural awareness can be improved. Use a fishbone diagram to help guide your research, and then share your research with the group.

Compile your research into appropriate subheadings and use the information to draft a speech about how language and culture influence the ways we interact with others, and introduce strategies to raise cultural awareness in everyday interactions

Share your draft with members of your research group and use the ‘traffic light’ feedback model to provide and receive strengths and areas of improvement for your speech.

Record your speech and present it to the class. View and listen to your peers’ speeches and write down a strategy that you can use to help develop your own or others’ cultural awareness in the future.
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[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc191460537][bookmark: _Hlk179272074]Unit 2
Unit 2 - Area of Study 1
	Concept 
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	
Legacy

	Personal
	Innovation
	Innovations I can’t live without


[bookmark: _Toc191460538]Outcome 1	
On completion of this unit the student will engage with the ideas, opinions and/or information raised in a listening text in Sinhala and develop the exchange through an extended response in writing in Sinhala. 
[bookmark: _Toc191460539]Examples of learning activities
	Create a list of innovations you cannot live without. Present your top 3 innovations in Sinhala and explain why they are essential to your life.

	Brainstorm key vocabulary then, in pairs, play a dictionary game, competing against other pairs to be first to find the target words in Sinhala. Discuss why some words may not feature in your print dictionary. Learn and revise the words using an online revision tool.

	Watch online videos in Sinhala that focus on innovation and its role in shaping the future. Discuss and share your key takeaways and express your thoughts on the presented ideas.

	Create a timeline of significant innovations throughout history in Sinhala. Share your timeline and explain the importance of specific innovations in the development of society and technology, and how these have impacted your life.   

	Choose a renowned innovator and research their life and work. Write a biography about them.

	Research various innovative products, technologies or services that have significantly impacted modern life, then create a multimedia presentation showcasing your findings. Present it to your class and engage in discussions about the importance and benefits of these innovations.

	[bookmark: _Hlk144760449]Discuss vocabulary and grammatical structures that could be useful when expressing opinions in Sinhala, then participate in a ‘running dictation’ activity, focusing on revising this information.

	Complete a ‘Think, pair, share’ activity, brainstorming whether rapid innovation is more beneficial or harmful to society. Brainstorm arguments that use persuasive devices to support a position, then participate in a class debate.

	In small groups, present a solution to a real-world problem, explaining the benefits of innovations to achieve this solution. Listen to feedback from your peers, and refine your ideas based on the feedback you receive.

	Identify different ways of asking questions in Sinhala, discussing both open and closed questions. Participate in a ‘gallery walk activity,’ walking around the room collecting the questions you would like to ask in an interview, or brainstorm a list of questions you could ask an innovator during an interview. 

	Create a video blog interviewing an expert or innovator, or peers playing the role of an innovator. 

	Explore innovations that address environmental and social challenges. Listen to texts about sustainable innovations by Sinhala-speaking individiuals or in Sinhala-speaking communities and discuss their potential to create a positive impact on the world.

	Listen to a short podcast or interview with experts or innovators and craft a reflective extended response such as a journal entry, discussing the impact of the innovations.

	Analyse how innovation is portrayed in popular culture, such as movies, TV shows or books. After viewing or reading, share your insights on the representation of innovation and its influence on society in an online discussion board or shared space.

	Read a letter to the editor, focusing on the negative impact of technology in schools.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Record a video blog post responding to the author’s letter, informing them of the impact an innovation has had on your life and the role it has played in shaping your future. 

	Discuss the ethical implications of certain innovations, such as AI, genetic engineering or surveillance technologies. Listen to diverse perspectives and participate in a Socratic seminar-style discussion to explore the ethical challenges involved.

	


	[bookmark: _Toc191460540][image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example 
A video blog post responding to a letter about the impact an innovation has had and the role it has played in shaping the future. 

Discuss and share your understanding of the concept of innovation and examples of innovative products, services or ideas.

Watch online talks about innovations and take notes using guided note-taking sheets.

Discuss key information, memorable quotes and any new ideas or perspectives you gained from the online talks, then organise your notes using a mind map or ‘plus, minus, interesting’ chart.

Identify how the concepts and innovations discussed in the talks relate to your own lives, communities or the world at large. 

Complete a class survey, identifying the innovations you couldn’t live without and identify trends in the data.

Read sample sentences that provide different ways of presenting data (e.g. statistics, fractions, ‘according to experts’) and group them appropriately, then complete a ‘Think, pair, share’ task to identify and explain the grammatical structures required for each group of sentences. Use the grammatical structures to write sentences that present the data from your class survey.

Participate in a jigsaw activity where each group reads about the negative impact of a different innovation and highlights the arguments against the technology, then brainstorm counter arguments. Present your findings to the other groups.

Watch a debate and write down the different ways in which arguments can be sequenced, ideas can be linked and statements can be refuted. Read a transcript of the debate and highlight the sequencing and linking phrases in one colour and the phrases or grammatical structures used to refute statements in another colour. Compare your highlighting with the notes you made while watching the debate.

View an image of an innovation, identify key vocabulary required to discuss the image, then complete a ‘lightning’ writing task, describing the innovation from different perspectives (e.g. an environmental activist, a student, a technology innovation designer) within a limited time frame.

Read a letter to the editor, focusing on the negative impact of technology in schools, and highlight arguments against these innovations.

Record a video blog post responding to the letter to the editor, informing them of the impact an innovation has had on your life and the role it has played in shaping your future.




Unit 2 - Area of Study 2
	Concept 
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Responsibility
	Community
	Society
	Attitudes to an aging population


[bookmark: _Toc191460541]Outcome 2	
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce writing in Sinhala for a specified purpose and audience, using relevant information from a reading text in Sinhala.
[bookmark: _Toc191460542]Examples of learning activities
	Brainstorm a list of target vocabulary related to the subtopic ‘Attitudes to an aging population’ and play a dictionary game, competing individually or in teams to locate each word. Add the new words to a glossary list.

	Identify strategies for providing information and justifying responses, including grammatical structures and phrases, then read the transcript of a discussion, highlighting these grammatical structures.

	Create a list of common myths about aging, then research and present evidence-based arguments to counter these misconceptions.

	View images that reflect attitudes to an aging population from different perspectives. 

	In pairs, choose one image, brainstorm the vocabulary required to describe the image, then complete a ‘Word, phrase, sentence’ activity. Write a paragraph describing what you see and how you think the people in the image feel, referencing the image to justify your opinion.

	Watch a film or selection of films that feature older adult protagonists or themes related to aging. In groups or as a class, discuss the messages conveyed and the impact of these representations on society.

	Read texts about Sinhala-speaking individuals or communities dealing with advantages and challenges related to an aging population. Discuss the insights gained from these texts with your class. Compare your findings with the issues related to an aging population in Australia.

	View examples of media texts (e.g. advertisements, articles, TV shows) in Sinhala that feature older adults and analyse the messages, stereotypes and attitudes conveyed in these representations.

	Complete a ‘gallery walk’ to collate grammatical structures, phrases and vocabulary required to share information about data. 

	View, analyse and compare data on the aging populations in different countries to identify trends and potential implications for society. Write short statements providing information about the data.

	In groups, design and conduct a survey to assess attitudes towards aging within your community or school. After collecting data, write an informative text (e.g. an article, speech, report) presenting your findings and potential factors influencing these attitudes.

	[bookmark: _Hlk142083761][image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Organise an intergenerational dialogue event with older adults from the Sinhala-speaking community and discuss how their lives have changed over time.

	Explore how attitudes towards aging have evolved over time, by reading or conducting research on historical perspectives of aging and older adults. Create a timeline or visual representation to highlight changes in attitudes.

	Analyse examples of ageist language in Sinhala and discuss how these linguistic choices perpetuate stereotypes. Suggest alternative, respectful ways to refer to older adults.

	Research innovative technological solutions designed to enhance the quality of life for older adults, such as assistive devices and communication technologies, and create a blog post evaluating this technology. Read the blog posts written by your classmates, then write a comment with 2 positive statements and one question.

	Reflect on what you have learned throughout this unit or work by completing a circle of viewpoints thinking routine. Consider the different perspectives when approaching attitudes to an aging population and create sentences to express viewpoints from these different perspectives.

	Discuss vocabulary and grammatical structures that could be useful when expressing opinions, agreement and disagreement in Sinhala. Participate in an ‘expressions bingo’ activity, focusing on revising this information.

	Discuss or debate different scenarios that pose ethical challenges concerning aging, such as healthcare decisions, resource allocation and intergenerational equity. 

	Write a short story envisioning how society may change as the population ages. 

	


	[bookmark: _Toc191460543][image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example 
An intergenerational dialogue event with older adults from a Sinhala-speaking community, discussing how their lives have changed over time.

Discuss the benefits of intergenerational connections and why it is essential to engage in meaningful dialogues with older adults. Share personal experiences you have had with older adults and the benefits of these interactions.

Brainstorm a list of thoughtful questions to ask the older adults during an intergenerational dialogue event. Consider topics such as life experiences, historical events, personal achievements, their impact on their community and their perspectives on societal changes.

Select and write a set of questions in Sinhala then share these questions with a partner, providing each other with feedback on the grammar, spelling, formality and style. Edit your questions in response to the feedback you receive.

Conduct and record mock discussions to practise asking questions and responding respectfully, then watch the recording, reflecting on your pronunciation, body language and active listening cues when speaking.

Invite local Sinhala-speaking community members to attend an intergenerational dialogue event. Ask your prepared questions, listening actively to the responses, and ask follow-up questions to deepen the discussion.

Take notes during the interview to capture key insights, memorable anecdotes and lessons learned.

Complete a Venn diagram, including information about what their lives were like when they were young and what they are like now, identifying the similarities and differences.

Create a quotes wall, identifying the ways in which the people you interviewed contributed to the community, and the impact that other people’s attitudes to aging have had on their contributions.

Discuss your experiences after the dialogue event, consider how the event impacted your understanding of older adults' lives and share your key takeaways.

Write a reflective journal entry about the intergenerational dialogue event and explore the significance of such dialogues for fostering empathy and building stronger communities.

Share your reflections with the class, allowing for further discussions and insights.



[bookmark: _Hlk179282842]

Unit 2 - Area of Study 3
	Concept 
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Legacy
	Community
	Sinhala-speaking culture
	Cuisine from Sinhala speaking communities and its influence


[bookmark: _Toc191460544]Outcome 3	
On completion of this unit the student should be able to deliver a spoken presentation in Sinhala that accurately expresses meaning to Sinhala-speakers on the subtopic related to Australia that has been studied.
[bookmark: _Toc191460545]Examples of learning activities
	Research different communities, their languages, cultural practices and how cuisine is influenced by these factors. Present your findings as annotated images or maps, written texts, infographics or videos.

	Discuss how language and culture play a role in the way food is prepared, named and shared in different cultures. 

	In small groups, watch a video clip of a family or cultural group in Australia, focusing on what foods they make, how food is prepared and shared, and how language is used to express their food culture. In your group, brainstorm the key words you would need to discuss this in Sinhala. Create a vocabulary list and provide your class with the most important vocabulary in English and Sinhala.

	Examine the impact of different waves of migration on language and food culture in Australia. Present your findings through a digital presentation or a poster. 

	View a video or presentation related to the significance of food in shaping cultural identity, which addresses points such as historical influences, symbolism, and family and community connection. In groups, discuss the significance of food in shaping cultural identity, using a range of prompts (e.g. ‘How does your cultural background influence your food choices?’ or ‘Can you identify any unique culinary traditions in your culture?’). 

	Share personal experiences about how your food choices reflect your identity, and brainstorm questions in Sinhala that could be used when interviewing someone about their food, culture, language and identity.

	Conduct interviews with a person or people from diverse cultural backgrounds to understand how food choices reflect their identities and write a personal profile about them.

	View examples of food advertisements and discuss the language techniques used to appeal to different target audiences. Create a display for the classroom, labelling the different techniques used.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Create a written food advertisement about a cuisine originating from a cultural group in Australia, encouraging people in your school community to try cooking or eating it.

	Observe or interview someone while they are cooking or baking. Note the specific language and communication patterns involved in the process and discuss your observations as a class.

	Read a transcript of the interview and analyse the grammatical structures used (e.g. imperative mood). Write a simple recipe or task list for something you make at home, using the grammatical structures you have learned or revised.

	Research different cultural festivals celebrated in Australia, focusing on how language and food are represented during these events to express traditions, rituals and meaning. Write a persuasive email to a friend, encouraging them to attend an event.

	Organise a small culinary showcase featuring traditional dishes from the cultures discussed throughout the unit of work. Taste the dishes and appreciate the diversity of dishes and flavours.

	Reflect on what you have learned and how the food you cook or eat relates to your cultural identity. Express your reflections through drawings, poems or short texts.

	Create an online class space where you can write short articles in small groups, highlighting the culinary traditions, language associated with food, and the cultural significance of certain dishes from Sinhala-speaking cultures and communities. Post comments or engage in discussions about what you learn from different groups. 

	Create a food blog in Sinhala that celebrates multicultural cuisine or that celebrates cuisine from Sinhala-speaking cultures or communities. Include language-related insights, stories behind the recipes, and cultural connections.

	Write a feature article in Sinhala for a food blog about a traditional recipe from your family. Identify the ingredients and explain the cultural significance of the dish.

	Choose a well-known dish that has evolved through different cultures. Research and create a visual representation (e.g. map, timeline, infographic) of the dish's journey, highlighting language, cultural exchanges and the modifications that have occurred.

	


	[bookmark: _Toc191460546][image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example 
A written food advertisement.

Discuss the significance of language choice and visual representation in advertising. Share examples of food advertisements you have seen that cater to specific audiences.

Watch a video or presentation about the importance of language use in advertising and how it can influence the target audience's perception of and connection with the product. Take notes.

Discuss the role of visual elements such as images, colours and symbols in advertisements and annotate the key elements in a range of advertisements. Discuss how different visuals can resonate with different audiences.

Critically analyse the language used in advertisements, identifying the relevant grammatical structures and use of persuasive techniques.

Research a cuisine from a cultural group in Australia, including the history of the cuisine, and the values and traditions associated with the food culture. Brainstorm ideas for creating an advertisement for an imagined restaurant featuring this cuisine.

Create a draft of your food advertisement, focusing on language and visual elements that are culturally and contextually appropriate. Seek feedback from your teacher.

Edit your work and incorporate feedback, then write the final copy of your food advertisement.

Share your food advertisement with the class, explaining how your language choices are appropriate for the context, purpose and audience.

Provide constructive feedback for your peers and engage in discussions about the impact of the advertisements presented in your class.

Participate in a reflective discussion about your experience creating a multicultural food advertisement, where you discuss the challenges, insights and the importance of cultural sensitivity in advertising.

Provide short-answer responses to a series of reflective questions, for example key learnings and insights on cultural diversity and inclusivity in advertising, and how cuisine can promote connection and understanding between people.



[bookmark: _Toc188440469]



[bookmark: _Toc191460547]Unit 3
Unit 3 - Area of Study 1
	Concept 
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Sustainability
	Personal
	Sustaining language and culture
	A cultural tradition I will keep in the future


[bookmark: _Toc188440470][bookmark: _Toc191460548]Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to participate in a spoken role-play in Sinhala to negotiate an agreed future action related to an aspect of the subtopic studied.
[bookmark: _Toc188440471][bookmark: _Toc191460549]Examples of learning activities
	Research a Sinhala cultural tradition and its significance, and create a vocabulary list with important words and phrases.

	Participate in a ‘gallery walk’ activity: walk around the room viewing displayed visual materials related to the cultural tradition; alternatively, do a virtual tour of a museum. Write down your observations, questions and reactions. Then, participate in a class discussion to share your thoughts. 

	Brainstorm question words and question stems that could be used to interview someone about a cultural tradition. Plan the structure of the interview; then, interview a knowledgeable Sinhala speaker about their memories and perceptions of the cultural tradition.

	Complete a ‘Think, pair, share’ activity; first, reflecting individually on a prompt related to a Sinhala cultural tradition; then pairing up with a partner to discuss thoughts; and finally sharing these with the class.

	Research a specific aspect of the cultural tradition in detail as part of a group. Then, swap with a different group of students who researched other aspects, share your findings and ask questions about their research.

	Read an article about a famous folk-music singer or musician, where they share their views on preservation of a traditional instrument or traditional music. Discuss new and unknown vocabulary and phrases.

	View a selection of photos showcasing the works of modern designers (e.g. fashion, interior and architectural designers) and analyse how they incorporate elements of traditional culture in their creations. Explore the meaning and significance of these elements from the past and how they are being used in contemporary designs. Write a report about your findings, including examples and images of modern designs that incorporate traditional elements, and reflect on the ways in which modern designers are preserving and adapting cultural traditions.

	Plan a Sinhala cultural celebration in your school with the purpose of promoting the culture and educating students about Sinhala traditions, customs and values. Brainstorm various activities involving customs, games, attire, music, dance, cuisine and/or other cultural elements. Create a flyer or social media post to engage the community and promote the event

	Create a video-diary about a community event dedicated to a particular tradition. Record your commentary about the event, taking into account your future audience. Work on correct pronunciation, intonation and non-verbal communication strategies.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Prepare and participate in debates, arguing for or against the importance of preserving a Sinhala cultural tradition, and expressing your opinion. 

	Write an imaginary dialogue between a carrier of the cultural tradition of the past and a contemporary individual who is curious about the tradition. In the dialogue, compare how the tradition was practised in the past and how it has been modernised or changed over time.

	


	[bookmark: _Toc188440472][bookmark: _Toc191460550][image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example 
Prepare and participate in debates, arguing for or against the importance of preserving a Sinhala cultural tradition, and expressing your opinion.

Work through a list of words, looking up unknown words in the dictionary (e.g. meaning, pronunciation, word classification). Update your glossary with words, expressions or structures you consider useful for the future debate.

Prepare questions and survey your classmates, friends or parents about their favourite cultural tradition.

Create a chart, graph or diagram summarising responses from your survey. Brainstorm phrases you could use in the debate to describe the visual aids you have created and use them to support your arguments. 

Write a short blog post expressing your opinion about a cultural tradition that is important to you. Use persuasive language to encourage your readers to engage in a discussion. Create an engaging post by including personal experiences related to the tradition, as well as factual information. Write mock-comments from imaginary readers, who share their own varied thoughts and experiences. 

Create a portfolio of visual materials that demonstrate the preservation of cultural traditions, as well as examples of how people have modified the tradition, resulting in the loss of its original meaning. Write captions or short descriptions for each visual in your portfolio, highlighting the key aspects and explaining the cultural context. 

View the images in your portfolio and use critical thinking skills to analyse and reflect on the implications of the changes on cultural heritage. Consider the motivations behind changes and modifications, and the potential consequences for future generations. 

View a video of people talking and participating in debates, paying close attention to how the speakers communicate with each other, including non-verbal communication and negotiation strategies. Discuss your observations with your classmates or in a group.

Practise active listening in pairs: paraphrase what your partner says and/or ask questions to clarify understanding, then swap roles.

Play negotiation games (e.g. The 2-Dollar Game or other games for presenting negotiating language), applying different strategies, such as compromise, appeal to shared values or positive language.

Brainstorm arguments both for and against the preservation of cultural traditions and provide supporting evidence to justify each position.

Participate in a debate.




Unit 3 - Area of Study 2
	Concept 
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Identity
	Personal
	Relationships and human interactions
	Friends, family and community


[bookmark: _Toc188440473][bookmark: _Toc191460551]Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and synthesise information from texts in Sinhala related to different aspects of the subtopic studied and respond to short-answer questions about the texts in Sinhala.
[bookmark: _Toc188440474][bookmark: _Toc191460552]Examples of learning activities
	Explore the concept of relationships and their significance in human interactions, by discussing a question assigned to your group (e.g. How do different cultures define and prioritise relationships? / What role does effective communication play in maintaining healthy relationships? / How have technological advancements impacted the way people interact in relationships?) and share key points with the class.

	Compare and contrast the definitions of relationships from different sources; identify key words and reflect on your understanding of what constitutes a positive relationship.

	Brainstorm and compile a list of words, phrases and non-verbal communication that can foster positive interactions and build stronger relationships. Revise these by playing charades or matching games.

	Identify and discuss how cultural differences may affect communication styles and suggest strategies for effective cross-cultural communication based on movies, video clips, or audio or written texts involving individuals from different cultural backgrounds

	Read texts or view video clips of conversations that showcase various linguistic features and communication styles in the target language. Then, use a mind map to visualise your analysis of each text, focusing on linguistic features (e.g. greetings, expressions, specific vocabulary or colloquial language, use of formal or informal language), gestures, cultural influences or norms, and communication patterns associated with different types of relationships. 

	Listen to audio recordings of different types of conversations (e.g. casual versus negotiation) and identify the relationships between the speakers, and the language features that contribute to effective communication or potential misunderstanding, such as tone, volume, communication styles or word choices. Then, answer comprehension questions.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Analyse language use in conversations between friends, family members, or community members.

	Listen to a conversation or read a script of a conversation between a grandfather and grandchild about a family tradition or the use of technology. Then, answer a series of short-answer comprehension questions in Sinhala, and compare your responses with a partner. Share responses with the class and identify strategies for responding effectively to a short-answer question. As a class, brainstorm an ideal response. Compare this to your original response and make changes to improve your answer.

	Watch video clips of friends interacting. Observe and analyse non-verbal cues such as body language, facial expressions, and gestures that contribute to your understanding of the emotions and feelings being portrayed. Discuss your understanding with a partner, reflecting on contextual clues and cultural influences that may impact interpretation. 

	Create a Venn Diagram reflecting on the body language, facial expressions and gestures you observed when watching video clips in Sinhala, and compare these with your own peer group. Then, write a blog post identifying the similarities and differences.

	View a poster promoting a cultural event and identify how language is used to persuade the viewer to attend. Highlight and/or annotate the poster, identifying different features (e.g. persuasive devices). 

	Research and explore the dynamic nature of language and/or language innovation in Sinhala (e.g. colloquial language, gender-inclusive language, introduction of new words). Discuss how and why language may change over time and how language may be used differently depending on relationships (e.g. belonging to a particular age group or community) and compare this with other languages spoken by members of the class

	Read a news article about a tradition or festival of an Sinhala-speaking country or community and view an image of the tradition or festival. Then, imagine you participated in the tradition or festival. Write a paragraph explaining what you did or saw, including information from both the text and the image

	Participate in a ‘gallery walk’, moving around the room and collecting explanations and/or examples of persuasive devices in Sinhala from posters displayed in the classroom. Write notes about each persuasive device.

	Research arguments for and against the use of technology to help maintain relationships. Work in teams to prepare the arguments and rebuttals for your part of the debate using persuasive devices. Then, participate in a class debate on the topic. Summarise the main arguments presented by both teams in the debate and reflect on the importance of critically examining technology's impact on relationships and encouraging mindful use of technology. Create a display board with your conclusions.

	Examine social media posts, comments and messages to identify language features and trends in online communication (e.g. language of belonging, exclusion and abbreviations), and reflect on the meaning of a range of these texts. Discuss how the lack of non-verbal cues in digital communication may influence relationships.

	Write a reflective article or journal entry about the importance of relationships and the impact of technology on relationships.



[bookmark: _Toc188440475]

	[bookmark: _Toc191460553][image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example 
Analyse language use in conversations between friends, family members, or community members.

Complete a ‘Know, wonder, learn’ activity, reflecting on how language (e.g. slang, colloquialisms, formality and register) can change depending on the relationship between speakers.

As a class, analyse the audio or transcript of a conversation between friends, family or community members discussing the impact of technology on relationships. Focus on language choice and use, and the potential effects on communication. Write notes or annotate the transcript, recording the class’s observations.

In small groups, repeat the analysis focusing on your group’s assigned conversation, identifying the purpose of the conversation, and the vocabulary, expressions or language structures that reflect the relationships.

Swap groups, for example working with one person from each different group, and listen to or read the transcript of each group’s conversation together. Compare and contrast the conversations, identifying the relationships between the speakers, and the language used; then identify differences, similarities and/or common patterns.
 
Read an article or blog post; then participate in a ‘Think, pair, share’ activity identifying the key information, audience, purpose, and the features and conventions of the text type. Annotate the text.

View a graph presenting statistics or an image incorporating technology and complete a ‘See, think, wonder’ or ‘Word, phrase, sentence’ activity.

Write a reflective blog post or article about the impact of language and technology on relationships, incorporating examples and information from the blog post and the viewed text, and the features and conventions of the text type and writing style.
 
Research and discuss scenarios where misunderstandings or conflicts arise due to language choices, and analyse why these misunderstandings occur.

Engage in role-played conversations, adopting different language styles based on the relationship (e.g. formal versus informal).

Summarise the key insights and importance of understanding language variation in communication.

Film a conversation in Sinhala with someone you know, then analyse the language choices. Take notes on the use of vocabulary, grammatical structures, non-verbal cues and cultural influences. Organise your findings using examples from your conversation and present your analysis using a digital tool of your choice.



Unit 3  - Area of Study 3
	Concept 
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Responsibility
	Community
	Work
	Disappearing, evolving and new occupations


[bookmark: _Toc189124136][bookmark: _Toc191460554]Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to write in Sinhala for a specific context, purpose and audience, using appropriate text features and information to support ideas and opinions.
[bookmark: _Toc189124137][bookmark: _Toc191460555]Examples of learning activities
	Brainstorm vocabulary related to work and participate in a dictionary race, competing against other pairs or groups to locate the target words in Sinhala as the teacher announces them. Record the new vocabulary in a mind-map, vocabulary list or on an online vocabulary revision game.

	View a series of images depicting different careers and find the Sinhala word for each career, adding new vocabulary to your mind-map, vocabulary list or online vocabulary revision game. As a class, brainstorm a list of verbs related to each career and create actions to accompany each, then play a game of ‘Simon says …’ to revise the new vocabulary.

	Complete a class survey in Sinhala about the class’s employment experiences, whether paid or voluntary, and present the information visually in a chart or graphic. Write down observations on sticky-notes and share them in small groups. 

	View a series of images on industries and occupations from Australia or a Sinhala-speaking country and, in small groups, categorise them into ‘disappearing’, ‘evolving’ or ‘emerging’ occupations. Revise conjunctions or sentence stems (e.g. It is evident that …, Based on the image …, As a result …) used for explaining and justifying ideas, and use these to explain your group’s decisions for the categorisation of each industry or career. 

	Research the most popular career choices and their trends across the last five years within Australia and then read an article or report on career trends in Sinhala-speaking countries or communities. Discuss the similarities and differences between Australia and a Sinhala-speaking country or community, then create a graph (e.g. bar graph, line graph) in Sinhala that compares your findings. Summarise the data in a short paragraph in Sinhala.


	View images of uncommon or disappearing careers within Australia and a Sinhala-speaking country or community, then complete a ‘Word, phrase, sentence’ thinking activity. Identify the career using information from the image and describe, in Sinhala, why you think the career is uncommon or disappearing. Share your interpretation of the image with your classmates and discuss the visual clues and reasons for the different interpretations. Add any new vocabulary or phrases to your glossary.

	Research a career that is evolving or emerging within Australia and collate a series of images that are related to different aspects of the career. Annotate or write captions for the images in Sinhala then present them in a visual display with a supporting glossary. Share your visual display and glossary with your peers and explain your observations.

	Participate in a dictation race using vocabulary and sentences from the topic, or sequencing phrases. Work in pairs with one student ‘running’ to each word, sentence or sequencing phrase, memorising it and returning to their partner, who writes the information they hear in Sinhala on a worksheet. Check your work for accuracy.

	Create a table that lists features of different written text types, possible target audiences for each text type, and appropriate language features and conventions. Collate your answers in a table with the class, and then create a mix-and-match activity, matching the text types to appropriate target audiences, and language features and conventions.

	Read a news article, report or blog post on an issue related to employment in Australia, highlighting the key phrases and vocabulary. Discuss how different language features convey information to the intended target audience. Create a list of formulaic phrases, grammar, and specific vocabulary in Sinhala that relate to the issue. Share your findings with classmates and add new terms to your list as you collaborate.

	View or listen to a reflective video-diary, vlog or podcast from a Sinhala-speaking person working in Australia about how their work has changed over time. Use the Cornell Note-Taking sheet to write down key vocabulary, phrases, questions, perspectives and information from the text. In small groups, discuss the different perspectives presented in the text about working in Australia, referring to your notes.

	Research a well-known Australian company or brand. Use the information you have found to create a written introductory statement for the company or brand in Sinhala. Include what the company does and its overall goals, paying attention to your intended target audience and purpose.

	Plan, draft and write a short speech about a well-known Australian company or brand for a jobs fair in a Sinhala-speaking country, indicating how the work has changed over time and persuading members of the community to work in the company. Ensure your language choices are appropriate for the context, purpose and target audience. Present your speech to the class and have them guess who the intended target audience is and vote on whether they would join the company based on your speech.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Interview Sinhala-speaking individuals in Australia about the similarities and differences between careers in Australia and a Sinhala-speaking country or community, and how they have changed over time. 



	[bookmark: _Toc189124138][bookmark: _Toc191460556][image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example 
Interview Sinhala-speaking individuals in Australia about careers in Australia and a Sinhala-speaking country or community.

Brainstorm the text type conventions and relevant vocabulary, phrases and grammatical structures required when conducting an interview with a person from a Sinhala-speaking community about their current career in Australia. As a class, use this information to create a formal e-mail template to reflect the text type conventions and sequence information.

Research the person’s current career (e.g. nurse, accountant, teacher, engineer) and create a glossary of relevant terms in Sinhala that will assist you to understand their responses during the interview.

Listen to a short video, podcast or audio that focuses on interviewing skills (e.g. pronunciation, eye contact, sequencing of information, active listening) and use a ‘Looks like, sounds like, feels like’ Y-chart to analyse effective interviewing skills, including types of questions appropriate for the purpose, follow up questioning techniques and non-verbal interaction.
 
As a class, brainstorm different question words and question stems that could be used in the interview. Create a series of questions for the interview focusing on the positives and challenges in their career, how their career has changed over time, their experiences working in the Australian workforce, and how this would be similar to or different from working in a Sinhala-speaking country, if applicable.

Conduct the interview with your interviewee and take notes in Sinhala. Ask follow-up questions and use non-verbal interactions to elicit additional responses and information as necessary.

Create presentation slides summarising your findings about your interviewee and their work in Australia. Choose visual texts (e.g. photographs, drawings, charts) which complement the information from your interview and enhance the audience’s understanding of and engagement with the person and topic.

Draft a short speech to complement your presentation slides, making connections to your own understanding and experiences of work in Australia, Sinhala-speaking countries or communities, and/or your previous research.

Present your speech and presentation slides in small groups and participate in a peer feedback session, providing constructive feedback on each presentation’s effectiveness in conveying information and engaging with the audience.

Review the feedback provided by your group and reflect on the writing and editing process. Consider what your strengths were, and what changes you would make to improve your presentations in future.

As a class, discuss observations, anecdotes and trends you observed as part of the presentation process about how occupations or jobs have disappeared, or evolved over time, and reflect on the new occupations you might see in the future.






[bookmark: _Toc191460557]Unit 4
Unit 4 - Area of Study 1 
	Concept 
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Responsibility
	Global
	Society
	Staying connected locally and globally


[bookmark: _Toc191460558]Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to present information in a spoken presentation and participate in a discussion about the content of the presentation in Sinhala.
[bookmark: _Toc191460559]Examples of learning activities	
	Brainstorm the different methods people use to stay connected (e.g. face-to-face conversations, emails and letters, social media, phone or video calls), both locally and globally. As a class, create a word wall with the different methods in Sinhala; then, record and listen to yourself saying the words, reflecting on your own pronunciation and seeking feedback from your partner.

	Read, listen to and/or view texts and explore how methods used to stay connected, both locally and globally, have changed over time. Develop a glossary of words and expressions related to these methods.

	Identify logos from different social media by playing an online game; then, discuss how people use these applications to maintain connections locally and globally. Identify key vocabulary and phrases related to different social media applications and create a word map to show interconnection between language used for social media.

	Create a simulated profile in Sinhala using a social media template worksheet, to communicate short status updates (e.g. including handles or hashtags). Hang the profiles around the room and write short responses to the status update and use stickers to ‘like’ profiles. Discuss the effectiveness of using social media to communicate with others and, as a class, compare this to traditional forms of communication. Then, write a short reflection about your observations, making connections to your own life and use of social media.

	Study statistics, trends or infographics reflecting social media use across different age groups in Australia. Annotate the texts using a ’See, think, wonder’ table. In small groups, choose and discuss a ‘wondering’ using a Placemat graphic organiser to reflect on your observations.

	Read an article or report about how technology has improved global communication. Highlight and annotate key vocabulary, ideas, and text type features. Then, summarise the information in the text.

	Research current words or phrases that are unique to the Sinhala-speaking community (e.g. slang, abbreviations, acronyms). Interview members of the Sinhala-speaking community in Australia about unique words or phrases that they have used in the past. Compare and contrast these words or phrases using a Venn Diagram and write down any interesting observations you make in dot-points.

	Research different ways you could meet members of the Sinhala-speaking community in Victoria and/or Australia and where this information can be located. Compile a detailed list of the various methods individuals could use to meet other members of the Sinhala-speaking community (e.g. upcoming community events, online forums, community centres).

	Watch short segments from past and modern television programs (e.g. game shows, cartoons, interviews, sitcoms) and identify features of spontaneous spoken language, and the importance of body language (e.g. gestures, facial expressions, posture) and linguistic cues (e.g. tone, intonation, volume, pauses). Compare and discuss how communication has changed over time and then write a dot-point summary of the key changes you observe.

	Analyse a TED-style talk about changes in the way people communicate, identifying the context, purpose and audience. Reflect on how you would change the presentation if Sinhala-speaking primary school students were the target audience. Using the information from the online talk, modify the language and simplify the concepts to make it more accessible and engaging for young learners.

	Plan and record a series of short video clips that highlight the way Sinhala varies according to the method of communication. Play the recordings to the class and complete a scavenger hunt worksheet, identifying the different methods of communication and the identifying features of the method of communication presented in each video clip.

	Assign and role-play specific scenarios that reflect the complexities of staying connected locally and globally (e.g. communicating with family in the same suburb in Australia or in the Sinhala-speaking country or community). Write notes about the hurdles individuals may encounter in a local and global context, and brainstorm possible solutions as a class. 

	Write an informative article for newly arrived Sinhala-speaking individuals detailing effective ways to get in contact with other Sinhala-speaking individuals in Victoria or to maintain contact with friends and family in a Sinhala-speaking country or community.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Record and present a role-play inviting someone from a local or global context to an upcoming event in Melbourne. 



	[bookmark: _Toc191460560][image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example 
A role-play inviting someone from a local or global context to an upcoming event in Melbourne.

Rank the methods you use to stay connected to others at a local and global level from most to least effective, and provide a summary of how you use each method.

Read, view or listen to a range of texts such as articles, infographics, statistics, interviews or podcasts in Sinhala, and take notes comparing the strengths and weaknesses of different methods of communication.

Choose one medium of communication and brainstorm different ways in which it could be used to invite someone to an upcoming event in either a local or global context.

Brainstorm different scenarios and target audiences for your role-play (e.g. inviting your Sinhala-speaking cousin to your 18th birthday). Choose one scenario and write the language features, including non-verbal communication, that may be appropriate for the context, purpose and audience.

Draft your role-play using a flow chart annotating the characteristics and complexities of your chosen medium of communication in this context.
 
Exchange scripts with your classmates and provide and receive constructive feedback on the content, organisation and language used. Then, edit your draft with any suggestions you think are appropriate and finalise your role-play script.

Record a practice role-play in Sinhala and review your group’s use of non-verbal communication (e.g. tone, intonation, volume, body language, gestures). Watch your recording, reflecting on what you did well and areas for improvement; then, make relevant changes, before recording a final version of your role-play.

Watch each group’s role-play and complete a worksheet on the purpose, audience, medium of communication, and advantages and disadvantages of the chosen medium. Share your findings with your group and discuss how you would approach one of the scenarios presented.





Unit 4 - Area of Study 2 
	Concept 
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Legacy
	Community
	Sinhala-speaking culture 
	The impact of migration on the individual and society


[bookmark: _Toc191460561]Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify information from texts in Sinhala related to different aspects of the subtopic studied and use relevant information to write an extended response for a specific context, purpose and audience in Sinhala.
[bookmark: _Toc191460562]Examples of learning activities
	Research information of the different waves of migration from a Sinhala-speaking country or community to Australia. Discuss why and how migrants arrive in Australia in different waves, and record information using a timeline. 

	Brainstorm useful vocabulary required to discuss the impacts of migration, and play a dictionary game, racing to be the first person or group to locate each of the words. Create a glossary, online vocabulary revision game or revision cards to help you revise.

	Watch a documentary or read an article about Sinhala-speaking immigrants in Australian history. Summarise key ideas and details in Sinhala. Use a graphic tool (e.g. mind map, Venn-Diagram, Tree Chart, Sequence of Events Chain) to organise information.

	Brainstorm language features commonly used in historical narratives, such as past tense, passive voice, descriptive language, and specific vocabulary related to immigration and historical events. Create a worksheet or short activity to revise the target language and share this with your classmates.

	Read a text containing intentional grammatical, punctuation and/or spelling errors. Identify the mistakes and make corrections, either individually or in pairs. As a class, discuss your corrections, explaining your reasoning and identifying any ambiguous or challenging aspects of the text.

	Read and discuss opinion pieces related to migration (e.g. blogs, editorials) in Sinhala. Identify the purpose, context, audience and different viewpoints. Provide supporting examples from the texts, then discuss your findings in pairs or small groups.

	View images that represent various migrant experiences in society, such as cultural diversity, challenges, professional expertise and/or traditions. View each image and identify the key information you have obtained in Sinhala. Create or participate in a game matching the key information with the corresponding images.

	Identify ways in which Sinhala language changes in formal and informal texts. Analyse spoken, written and digital texts about the impact of migration on the individual and society, and arrange the texts from least to most formal. Discuss how the structure and content of the texts are influenced by the situational and cultural context.

	Listen to people discussing the impact of migration on the society (e.g. podcast, street interview, TV debates) and use sticky notes or coloured cards to make a list of the different opinions and arguments presented by each person. Take note of the main points, reasons and evidence provided to support their points of view. Organise the opinions and arguments into categories based on similarities or contrasting viewpoints and summarise your findings. 

	Visit the Immigration Museum in Melbourne to learn about the individual stories about immigrants’ experiences. Imagine you are one of the migrants and write a personal letter describing both the challenges and positive experiences encountered while living in a different country. 

	Engage in a conversation or listen to a talk with a person who actively participates in community events which foster inclusivity and cultural exchange. Reflect on the information shared and write a reflective journal entry discussing the impact of community initiatives on individuals and society.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Interview family members or people in your local community who speak Sinhala, to gain insights about their experiences with immigration. Summarise and compare the responses, and identify trends, then share your observations in an online space.

	Research the impact of migration from the perspective of one of the various community stakeholders (e.g. immigrants, local residents, policymakers, community leaders) and then participate in a group discussion or debate. Present your arguments, considering social, economic and cultural aspects of the impact of migration on the individual and society.



	[bookmark: _Toc191460563][image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example 
An interview to gain insights about experiences with immigration.

Listen to interviews with Sinhala-speaking immigrants and identify the purpose and main points in each interview. Analyse question structures, such as how the interviewer uses open-ended or specific questions for a particular purpose, and the different responses these questions prompt.

Brainstorm information you would like to know about someone’s immigration experience, using a mind-map to organise the ideas.

Prepare a collection of relevant words and expressions required for an interview about someone’s immigration experiences. Then, complete a ‘Give one / get one’ activity, ‘giving’ new words to classmates, and collecting new words to add to your list. 

Brainstorm as many different question words and questioning strategies as possible – ones that could help you elicit the information you require.

Participate in the ‘Question Chain’ activity: start with one person asking a random open-ended question and the next person responds. The following person asks an open-ended question related to the previous response, and so on, avoiding repetition.

Practise active listening in pairs by listening to your partner talk about a topic, then paraphrasing what your partner said and/or asking questions to clarify understanding, then swapping roles.

Prepare questions for the interview and share these with your classmates in a secure online space suitable for group work. Discuss and choose the optimal questions.

Discuss phrases and grammatical elements that could be used when contrasting and comparing information. Then, reflecting on the migrant experience, write sentences using this grammar.

Read an article about the life of migrants in a Sinhala-speaking country or community and rewrite this text as an interview, modifying the language and text type features to reflect a conversational tone. Compare the original article with your interview, analyse the specific features you employed and discuss how they contribute to the purpose of interview.

Plan and record an interview with family members or people from the local community who speak Sinhala, focusing on their migration experience. As a class, analyse and compare responses, share your conclusions in an online space, and identify and discuss the trends. 








Unit 4  - Area of Study 3 
	Concept 
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Sustainability
	Personal
	Natural Environment 
	Personal responsibilities towards our natural environment


[bookmark: _Toc189124146][bookmark: _Toc191460564]Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce an extended piece of original writing in Sinhala in response to a task.
[bookmark: _Toc189124147][bookmark: _Toc191460565]Examples of learning activities
	View five images showing examples of a range of natural resources and environments, such as trees, animals, waterways and national parks. In small groups, discuss the importance of the natural resources. Then, brainstorm words to describe the images and build a shared online glossary in Sinhala.

	Write sentences that create vivid imagery using figurative language (e.g. metaphors, similes or alliteration) and using vocabulary from the shared online glossary.

	View a short video or documentary in Sinhala about the importance of recycling and the different ways people can recycle in Australia or a Sinhala-speaking country. Complete a jumbled text comprehension activity, using sequencing words (e.g. first, then, next, finally). Reconstruct and organise a text about recycling, based on the information from the video or documentary. Compare your sequence with your classmates.

	In small groups, play a game of Snap, racing to be the fastest to ‘snap’ the card containing the correct image, as the teacher calls out different waste products in Sinhala. Then, categorise each of the cards according to how you separate each item of rubbish in your family, school or community. Watch a video about sorting rubbish in a Sinhala-speaking country or community and, based on the information provided, re-sort the cards into ‘disposal groups’ (e.g. recycling, garden waste, compost, general rubbish, paper). Discuss and then use a Venn diagram to record the similarities and differences between the two countries or communities.

	Reflect on a time where you have taken personal responsibility for something in the natural environment (e.g. planting trees, picking up rubbish, caring for injured wildlife). Write a short paragraph detailing what you did and how this was effective in protecting the environment. Share your reflection with the class and use a class mind map to collate the information. Then, elaborate on the positive effects that your actions have had on the environment.

	Read a range of opinion pieces or evaluative articles in the news evaluating different sustainable practices, for example using e-scooters, and highlight the vocabulary and grammatical structures used to evaluate. Then, in Sinhala, write your own evaluations about a sustainable practice allocated to you by the teacher. In small groups, share your evaluations with students who evaluated a different sustainable practice.  

	Read a children’s short story or picture book in Sinhala. Choose one that informs a younger audience about how to act on an environmental issue. Make notes about the use of language, including word choice and grammatical structures relevant to the target audience. Identify the similarities and differences between the vocabulary and grammatical structures you identified when reading this informative text, and those used in the evaluative texts. Discuss your observations with a partner.

	Working with a partner, match cards containing persuasive devices (e.g. repetition, rhetorical question, anecdote), their definitions, and examples relevant to the environment. Alternatively, compete against one another in timed races to see who can be the fastest to match the words, definitions and examples.

	Listen to or view video clips in Sinhala that persuade an audience to act on an environmental issue as a class. Write examples of persuasive devices from the text on separate sticky-notes and create a class poster, collating each example under the heading of the appropriate persuasive device.

	Participate in a 'Yes, but…' or 'Yes, and...' language game in Sinhala to practise creating sentences with counterarguments or additional information. Use open statements related to the environment or environmental issues, for example ‘Reducing the amount of plastic we use is important to protect the environment’ or ‘Our natural landmarks should be admired from afar’.

	Read an informative text about a natural resource in a Sinhala-speaking country or community. Underline key ideas from the text and rewrite the sentences in your own words. Use the paraphrased information to create an infographic for tourists about the importance of this natural resource.

	Research a topic on sustainability, for example waste reduction, recycling, upcycling or e-waste, by reading and/or viewing informative texts. Collate the information in a mind map. Create a table outlining the challenges and benefits associated with sustainability efforts for your chosen topic, then plan an evaluative article using your research.

	Read an article, view an image, and/or watch a short video about issues relating to the environment (e.g. deforestation) and collate a list of vocabulary and phrases in Sinhala to add to your shared glossary. Create a ‘Plus, minus, interesting’ Chart (PMI) to collate the information obtained from the texts.

	Participate in a gallery walk with conventions and grammatical structures related to persuasive, evaluative, imaginative or reflective language displayed around the room, each with a short explanation and an example sentence in Sinhala. Complete a worksheet, adding information about the conventions, grammatical structures and examples that may be appropriate for one or more of the styles of writing. 

	Read a text and highlight the persuasive techniques used. Use these structures to present a speech, convincing your classmates to join you in a local environmental day (e.g. ‘Clean up our suburb’).

	Research facts and statistics relating to an environmental issue (e.g. recycling), including innovations and the impacts these efforts are having on the environment. Create a video blog post informing your followers of these recent innovations and upload it to a shared online space. Watch three video blog posts from other students and make comments.

	In small groups, create an online space dedicated to sharing knowledge and raising awareness about an environmental issue relevant to the Sinhala-speaking community.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]In small groups, create an online space dedicated to sharing knowledge and raising awareness about an environmental issue relevant to the Sinhala-speaking community. 
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Create an online space dedicated to sharing knowledge and raising awareness about an environmental issue relevant to the Sinhala-speaking community.
· Participate in a class survey in Sinhala, identifying environmental issues that are of most concern, and what members of the class and their families do in order to be more environmentally friendly (e.g. use a worm farm, recycle, buy local fruit and vegetables). View graphs and statistics representing the data and discuss the patterns and the surprises.

· In small groups, brainstorm the environmental issues that are important to the Sinhala-speaking community; then vote for the nine most important issues. Rank each of the nine most important issues, expressing and justifying your opinion for each ranking. Then, work collaboratively to organise the issues from most to least important by completing a Diamond Ranking Activity.

· Choose an environmental issue from your list and find a series of images illustrating the issue, as well as the actions people are taking in Sinhala-speaking countries and around the world. In small groups, complete a ‘See, think, we, me’ thinking routine to unpack the images, the environmental issues, the impacts and possible solutions.

· Reflect on your own connection to the environmental issue. Then, as a group, discuss what steps you could take to minimise your impact on the environment.

· Use the text type (e.g. vlog/blog entry, article, interview, narrative) and style of writing (e.g. informative, persuasive, personal) your teacher has provided your group, and collaboratively plan the layout and content appropriate for your text and environmental issue.

· Research examples of the text type the group has been allocated in Sinhala. Discuss and identify context, audience and purpose for your text, and add this information into your planning document.

· Analyse the language features used in the example texts and consider how they effectively engage the intended audience and fulfill the purpose. Identify key language features that you could incorporate into your own writing to enhance its effectiveness and impact, annotating your group’s planning document as appropriate.

· Read sentences presenting data, statistics and facts in Sinhala, and identify the grammatical structures and phrases used to convey this information. Using these grammatical structures and phrases, write sentences presenting the findings of your class survey.

· Draft the text for your online space in Sinhala. Then, discuss and evaluate the language choices made, ensuring they align with the context, audience and purpose you have identified. Consider the vocabulary, sentence structure, tone and techniques that will resonate with your target audience and effectively communicate your message.
 
· Choose effective visuals (e.g. photographs, drawings, graphs, charts) that complement your text and enhance viewers’ understanding and engagement. Identify key information in the image; then reference this additional content in your text.

· Use the SWOT analysis method and re-read your text as a group, making revisions and adjustments as needed to achieve clarity, coherence and the desired impact.

· Review the final product as a group, making any necessary adjustments to maintain effective language style, and add your revised texts to the online space. Read texts from other groups, and write a comment in Sinhala about what you have learnt about the different environmental issues or what actions you might take to be more environmentally friendly. 
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