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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]General comments
[bookmark: _Hlk86848779]In 2024, students and teachers showed a strong understanding of the VCE Arabic written examination requirements, demonstrating familiarity with most of its specifications. Generally, students displayed sound knowledge of what was required for the examination.
High-scoring responses excelled in identifying key information from both aural and written texts, providing well-structured, detailed responses that effectively addressed the questions. These responses demonstrated excellent command of the language, employing a broad range of vocabulary, grammar and varied sentence structures.
Specific information
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.
Section 1
Part A – Listening and responding in English
This section assessed the students’ capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of texts.
Question 1a. 
According to the broadcaster, smiling:
does not cost anything 
does not last more than the twinkling of an eye 
but its memory endures for a long time.
Question 1b. 
According to Dr Maryam, smiling can improve our life by:
tricking our minds into being positive
altering our body language, which also becomes more positive
stimulating the brain / improving our mind
encouraging us to feel more cheerful
making people around us feel good.


Question 1c.
Two types of smile mentioned in the text that do not reflect joy and contentment are:
a provocative smile
an exasperated smile / smile of exasperation.
All students answered this question correctly. 
Part B – Listening and responding in Arabic
In this part of the examination, students were assessed on their understanding of the listening text and their ability to accurately convey appropriate information from the text in Arabic. The information presented in the response needed to be relevant to the question. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and language. Responses that included the relevant information and were expressed clearly in Arabic were awarded full marks. 
[bookmark: _Hlk190685610]Question 2a.
	لِأَنَّ جِدَّةَ مَدِينَةٌ نَابِضَةٌ 
وَهِيَ مُلْتَــقَى الثَّقَافَاتِ وَالْحَضَارَاتِ.
	•
•

	because Jeddah is a vibrant city 
it is a meeting point of cultures and civilisations.


To score highly, responses needed to demonstrate a thorough understanding of the text by conveying all relevant aspects accurately and appropriately. A large number of students answered this question correctly, demonstrating their understanding of the texts’ content.
Lower-scoring responses demonstrated only sufficient understanding of the text by conveying only one relevant aspect. Students need to be exposed to different text types to meet the criteria of any selected topic.
Question 2b.
		۱۳٨ (فِيلْمًا)
138 (films)
	عَدَدُ الْأَفْلَامِ الَّتِي يَتِمُّ عَرْضُهَا
The number of films screened

	۱۰ أَيَّامٍ
10 days
	مُدَّةُ الْمَهْرَجِانِ
The duration of the festival

	۳۰ تِشْرِينَ الثَّانِي (نُوفِمْبِر)
30 November
	تَارِيخُ افْـتِـتَاحِ الْمَهْرَجِان
The date of the opening of the festival





Most responses demonstrated an excellent understanding of the text in their responses to this question. 
Responses that were awarded two marks demonstrated only sufficient understanding of the text by conveying some, but not all, relevant aspects.
Responses that were awarded one mark demonstrated little understanding of the text and only partially conveyed its relevant aspects.


Question 2c.
		تَـوْفِيرُ مُنَاسَبَةٍ لِاكْتِشَافِ الْإِبْدَاعِ السِّينِمَائِيِّ الْعَرَبِيِّ الْحَدِيثِ. 
	•




		An opportunity to discover modern Arab cinematic creativity.
	(غَرَضُ الْمَهْرَجَانِ هُوَ) تَكْرِيمُ الْأَفْلَامِ الْعَرَبِيَّةِ بِأَنْوَاعِهَا الْمُخْتَلِفَةِ الْعَدِيدَةِ.
	•




	(The purpose of the festival is) to honour Arabic films in their many different kinds.


While a handful of responses demonstrated appropriate understanding of this question, many demonstrated a lack of understanding of what was actually required in the response. Teachers are reminded to revise different question techniques with students. 
Question 2d.
	تُقَدَّمُ جَوَائِزُ نَـقْدِيَّةٌ لِلْجُرْأَةِ وَالْاِبْـتِكَارِ فِي الْأَفْلَامِ
	•


Monetary prizes are awarded for daring and innovation in films.
	تُـمْنَحُ جَوَائِزُ أُخْرَى لِتَشْجِيعِ الْمَوَاهِبِ النَّاشِئَةِ
	•


Other prizes are given to encourage emerging talents.
	يَـتِمُّ مَنْحُ الْجَوَائِزِ مِنْ قِبَلِ لَجْنَةِ تَحْكِيمٍ دُوَلِيَّةٍ مُكَوَّنَةٍ مِنْ صُنَّاعِ أَفْلَامٍ مَشْهُورِينَ وَرُوَّادٍ ذَوِي خِبْرَةٍ فِي مُخْـتَلِفِ مَجَالَاتِ صِنَاعَةِ السِّينِمَا.
	•


Participants have the opportunity to meet an international jury / famous filmmakers / experienced pioneers in different areas of the film industry.
To be awarded full marks, responses needed to demonstrate a very thorough understanding of the text by conveying all relevant aspects of the text accurately and appropriately.
Responses that were awarded two marks conveyed some, but not all, relevant aspects.
Responses that were awarded one mark demonstrated little understanding of the text and only partially conveyed the relevant aspects of the text.
As with Question 2c., teachers are reminded to revise different question techniques with students in order to ensure their understanding of what the question is asking. 

Section 2
Part A – Reading, listening and responding in English
In this section, students were required to demonstrate the capacity to understand and convey specific aspects of the text.
Question 3a.
Artificial Intelligence is dedicated to solving problems associated with human intelligence.
Performing complex tasks that in the past required human effort.
To be awarded full marks, responses needed to include both points above. The majority of responses addressed this question correctly. 
Question 3b.
Emerged in the fifties of the 20th century / 1950s.
Later, storing data became faster.
In our age it has become possible to perform complex tasks, create images and texts and make decisions.
To be awarded full marks, responses needed to include all three points above. Many responses demonstrated confusion in understanding the Arabic numbers correctly. Teachers are encouraged to revise numbers with their students. 
Question 3c.
Students can ask the same question as many times as they like.
The same information can be repeated hundreds of times.
The electronic teacher will not get tired or annoyed.
There are many attractive applications for students.
Students learn more easily and more creatively.
(Inferred answer from text)
Students can learn in their own time.
To be awarded full marks, responses needed to include five of the points listed above. Many responses could not be awarded full marks as they included only three out of the five required points. 
Question 3d.
Human interaction is indispensable.
Human nature is based on coming together and meeting with others, and Artificial Intelligence is not capable of that.
To be awarded full marks, responses needed to include both points listed above. The majority of students answered this question correctly. 
Question 3e.
Medicine: helps with medical diagnoses
Business: increases business efficiency/productivity
Agriculture: collecting/analysing data on crop health, soil conditions and weather
Creative fields: programming and creating videos and images
Language teaching: generating interesting texts and language tests
To be awarded full marks, responses needed to include all five points listed above. 
Question 3f.
Positive: Artificial Intelligence can generate original and creative pieces (Text 3A)
Positive: music pieces can be fun
Negative: however, music created by Artificial Intelligence lacks the emotional depth of the human experience (Text 3B)
To be awarded full marks, responses needed to include all points listed above. 
Part B – Reading and responding in Arabic
In Part B, students were required to demonstrate an understanding of the stimulus text/texts and to convey relevant information from the text/texts that was appropriate for the audience and the prescribed writing style and text type of their chosen question. 
Student responses were assessed holistically according to the assessment criteria and the expected qualities published on the VCAA website. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and language accuracy; however, language accuracy was an important expected quality that was considered in the assessment. 
It was possible to achieve a high score for this question without exceeding the specified word/character limit. Responses that did not score highly demonstrated a lack of understanding of text type. Teachers are therefore encouraged to revise different text types with their students. 
The reading text included a visual stimulus. High-scoring responses successfully incorporated information from the visual stimulus in their response. 
Question 4
This question asked students to use information from an article to write an email to their best friend who lives in Baghdad, persuading them to dispose of waste effectively.
Students are reminded to ensure that they understand the requirement for the selected text type; understand the structure of the writing task; use paragraphing to enhance their writing; and remain aware of grammar and sentence structure.
Section 3 – Writing in Arabic
In Section 3, a large number of students selected the imaginative story. Most responses scored highly, however teachers are reminded to practise spelling and grammar with students, as errors were common throughout this section. Teachers are reminded to use the study design as guide for themselves and students as part of their examination preparation.
Question 5
This question asked students to write a journal entry about a recent achievement that they were proud of. Students were required to describe what they did, what challenges they faced and how this experience affected them.
High-scoring responses demonstrated relevance, breadth and depth of content in relation to the task set. They described the achievement, provided details about the challenge(s) they faced and explained why this experience opened a world for them. They demonstrated a wide range of vocabulary and accuracy of spelling and grammar in their responses. The responses were appropriately detailed and showed understanding of the purpose, style of writing, audience and text type. High-scoring responses also included an expression of the student’s feelings about this achievement and described what they planned to do next in the field concerned.
Students are reminded to include the date and time in their journal entry.
Question 6
This question asked students to write an evaluative report for an Arabic newspaper published in Australia about the reasons behind Australia’s remarkable success in a sport of their choice.
High-scoring responses included an appropriate title and introduction, which provided examples of recent Australian successes at international sporting events. In the body paragraphs, high-scoring responses analysed the factors contributing to the success of athletes in general; evaluated specific conditions (physical conditions and human contributions such as a large fan base or general enthusiasm for spectator sports) in Australia; and cited at least two examples each of sporting victories (e.g. the achievements of the Matildas, the Australia women’s national football team or the recent win of Australian Socceroos against the Lebanese team). They used the conclusion to summarise their findings and make recommendations on how to ensure that Australian athletes continue to perform successfully internationally.
Question 7
This question asked students to write an informative article for a local Arabic newspaper about a multicultural day, focused on Arab cultures and traditions, that they have recently attended at their school. Students were required to explain the significance of the event and what impression it made on them.
High-scoring responses included an appropriate title and introduction, which introduced the event and included the date, time and location. In the body paragraphs, they described the multicultural day; explained why it was important; and described its role in maintaining Arab cultural traditions within the school community. They outlined the program of the events (mentioning two or three traditional activities) and explained the effect of the event on themselves and the impression it left on them. They used the conclusion to write about the general significance of cultural events and why and how we should work on continuing to maintain cultural traditions and community spirit.
Lower-scoring responses did not meet the text type criteria and contained multiple spelling and grammatical errors. 
Question 8
This question asked students to use the image provided to write an imaginative story about wandering through a busy Arab market and enjoying the lively atmosphere. The story was to be published in a children’s magazine. 
High-scoring responses demonstrated an original interpretation of the task, setting the scene and describing the location in the introduction. In the body paragraphs, they referred to the image and developed the plot. They used the conclusion to devise an effective ending for the story.
Lower-scoring responses contained multiple spelling and grammatical errors as well as a lack of paragraphing, and often no title or ending was included.
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