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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the VCE Arabic study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
What students did well
In the 2024 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. Students were able to support their personal reflections by referencing relevant subtopics covered in class from the prescribed themes ‘The individual’ and ‘The Arabic-speaking communities’ 
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth. High-scoring responses provided a comprehensive range of information, ideas and opinions in a clear, logical manner
elaborated on, clarified and defended their ideas and opinions effectively. They used sophisticated vocabulary and structures accurately and appropriately, speaking with natural fluency. Their pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo were excellent
demonstrated a high level of understanding by responding promptly and communicating confidently, carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity. For example, students were able to provide a very good range of relevant information, ideas and opinions on their selected subtopic
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, including the use of appropriate repair strategies as needed. Most students performed admirably in this section of the oral examination
used appropriate vocabulary
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions. In the 2024 examination, some students chose subtopics based on political and religious references, which deviated from the VCAA requirements
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation. For example, some questions focused on the student’s personal world, such as ‘What is the name of the last book you read, and what did you learn from reading it?’ or ‘What do you think of the author's style of writing?’
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed
build vocabulary specific to the student’s personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners.
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2024 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic, alerting assessors to the image brought to support the discussion of the subtopic
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic. Most students demonstrated a strong ability to connect their images with their subtopics. They effectively compared issues within their living environments
used the image skilfully to support the discussion on the subtopic. Some students referred to their image by saying, ‘As shown in the image …’
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions. Most students engaged with the assessor, providing a wealth of relevant information to support their opinions
used correct sentence structure during the discussion.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
choose an appropriate subtopic from either prescribed theme, ‘The Arabic-speaking communities’ or ‘The world around us’, to suit ability and interests and an image that supports discussion about the selected subtopic. In the 2024 examination, some students chose subtopics based on political and religious references, which deviated from the VCAA requirements
prepare a wide range and depth of information, ideas and opinions with an original perspective on the subtopic. In the 2024 examination, some students were unable to elaborate on and extend the discussion and did not engage sufficiently with the assessors' questions
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic
practise using repair strategies
build vocabulary specific to the selected subtopic. In the 2024 examination, some students could not connect well with assessors due to a lack of vocabulary related to the selected subtopic.
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