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[bookmark: _Toc112397409][bookmark: _Toc112856177]Important information
[bookmark: _Toc75959407][bookmark: _Toc112397410][bookmark: _Toc112856178]Accreditation period
Implementation for Units 1 and 2 of this study commences in 2024.
Implementation for Units 3 and 4 of this study commences in 2025.
[bookmark: _Toc75959408][bookmark: _Toc112397411][bookmark: _Toc112856179][bookmark: _Toc399417878]Other sources of information
The VCAA Bulletin is the only official source of changes to regulations and accredited studies. The Bulletin also regularly includes advice on VCE studies. It is the responsibility of each VCE teacher to refer to each issue of the Bulletin. The Bulletin is available as an e-newsletter via free subscription on the VCAA website.
To assist teachers in developing courses, the VCAA publishes online Support materials (incorporating the previously known Advice for teachers).
The current VCE Administrative Handbook contains essential information on assessment processes and other procedures.
[bookmark: _Toc112397412][bookmark: _Toc112856180]VCE providers
Throughout this study design the term ‘school’ is intended to include both schools and other VCE providers.
[bookmark: _Toc112397413][bookmark: _Toc112856181]Copyright
Schools may use this VCE study design in accordance with the VCAA educational allowance, including making copies for students and use within the school’s secure online teaching and learning environment. 
For details, access the full VCAA copyright policy on the VCAA website.


[bookmark: _Toc112397414][bookmark: _Toc112856182]Purposes of the CCAFL Framework 
The study of Karen at senior secondary level is based on a common framework developed within the Collaborative Curriculum and Assessment Framework for Languages (CCAFL). The CCAFL Framework (2021) has been designed to:
provide high quality, equitable and inclusive language curriculum and assessment for all students
value prior language learning 
provide challenges and opportunities through learning and using new language 
emphasise effective communication and intercultural competence.
To achieve these purposes, the CCAFL Framework has the following organising features.
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[bookmark: _Toc112397415][bookmark: _Toc112856183]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc112397416][bookmark: _Toc112856184]Scope of study
VCE Karen focuses on student participation in learning language and using language to interact with others, analyse language and create meaning in language. Learning language and using language require students to engage with the range of perspectives and topics related to the concepts that are a feature of the CCAFL Framework. 
Students develop and extend skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing and viewing in Karen in a range of contexts. They develop cultural and intercultural understanding, including skills to mediate between Karen-speaking communities and the Australian social context. 
Students develop their understanding of the relationships between language and culture in new contexts and consider how these relationships shape communities. Throughout the study students are given opportunities to make connections and comparisons based on personal reflections about the role of language and culture in communication and in personal identity.
[bookmark: _Toc112397417][bookmark: _Toc112856185]Language 
The language to be studied and assessed is the modern standard version of Karen, in both spoken and written forms. Some variations in pronunciation and accent are acceptable. Students should be familiar with formal and informal language as prescribed in this study design.
Modern standard Sgaw Karen language is also referred to as Karen. This contemporary language is used among Karen people in Myanmar, Thailand and Karen diasporas. Some variation in accent and pronunciation due to regional differences are acceptable.
[bookmark: _Toc112397418][bookmark: _Toc112856186]Rationale
The study of Karen provides access to the culture of Karen-speaking countries and communities. It promotes understanding of different attitudes and values within the wider Australian community and the global community. It focuses on developing the ability to understand and use Karen, acknowledging that plurilingualism and multiculturalism have an integral place in Australian society. 
Communicating through language is a complex and rich human activity. Learning a language contributes meaningful dimensions to each student’s overall education and their understanding of the world. Students who study a language at senior secondary level build on a diverse range of linguistic and intercultural skills, and knowledge and understanding gained through previous experiences at school and in the community. Knowledge of Karen enhances each student’s repertoire of skills for the 21st century and expands their opportunities in all areas of human endeavour.
Through the study of Karen, students extend their intercultural competence, adaptability and empathy. They further develop an understanding of the role of language and culture in communication and explore various perspectives and ideas about belonging and inclusion to foster mutual respect. Students develop an awareness of world views and extend their understanding of their own heritage, values, culture and identity. Knowledge of more than one language assists students to become effective communicators in a global environment and extends their ability to reflect on experience. 
Students are able to make significant social, cultural and economic contributions in the Australian context through their knowledge of Karen and interest in Karen-speaking communities. Students are encouraged to develop individual, community and global perspectives through the study of Karen.
The CCAFL Framework draws on prior learning and/or key ideas from the Australian Curriculum: Languages.
[bookmark: _Toc112397419][bookmark: _Toc112856187]Aims
This study enables students to:
communicate in Karen
engage with cultural and intercultural contexts through Karen
share personal, community and global perspectives through Karen
[bookmark: _Toc20392950][bookmark: _Toc32844713][bookmark: _Toc37765614][bookmark: _Toc37842374][bookmark: _Toc49852367][bookmark: _Toc112397420][bookmark: _Toc112856188][bookmark: objectives]Objectives
The areas of study in each unit align to the three objectives of the CCAFL Framework: Interacting in language (Objective 1), Analysing language (Objective 2) and Creating meaning in language (Objective 3). Meeting these objectives involves development of key skills, knowledge and understanding used in listening, speaking, reading, viewing and writing, either individually or in combination, and in mediating between Karen and English. 
[bookmark: _Toc112856189]Area of Study 1 
Interacting in Karen
Exchange information, opinions, ideas and experiences in Karen and reflect on knowledge and understanding of the relationship between language and culture.
[bookmark: _Toc112856190]Area of Study 2
Analysing Karen
Evaluate, synthesise, reflect on and respond to texts presented in Karen, and mediate between languages and cultures.
[bookmark: _Toc112856191]Area of Study 3 
Creating meaning in Karen
Express ideas and perspectives in Karen, demonstrating knowledge and understanding of language as a system and the relationship between language and culture.
[bookmark: _Toc112397421][bookmark: _Toc112856192]Structure
The study is made up of four units. Each unit deals with specific content that is contained in areas of study and designed to enable students to achieve a set of outcomes for that unit. Each outcome is described in terms of key knowledge and key skills.
[bookmark: _Toc112397422][bookmark: _Toc112856193]Entry
The CCAFL Framework is designed for students who typically have studied Karen for at least 200 hours prior to undertaking the study of the language at senior secondary level. Some students with equivalent experience may also be able to successfully meet the requirements. 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence. 
Enrolment in VCE Modern Languages at Units 3 and 4 requires students to declare their status as either a First Language Learner or a Second Language Learner. Students will need to complete the Declaration for enrolment in VCE Modern Languages Units 3 and 4 form, published on the Enrolment in VCE Modern Languages webpage. 
Units 1–4 are designed to a standard equivalent to the final two years of secondary education. All VCE studies are benchmarked against comparable national and international curriculums.
[bookmark: _Toc112397423][bookmark: _Toc112856194]Duration
Each unit involves at least 50 hours of scheduled classroom instruction.
[bookmark: _Toc112397424][bookmark: _Toc112856195]Changes to the study design
During its period of accreditation minor changes to the study will be announced in the VCAA Bulletin. The Bulletin is the only source of changes to regulations and accredited studies. It is the responsibility of each VCE teacher to monitor changes or advice about VCE studies published in the Bulletin.
[bookmark: _Toc112397425][bookmark: _Toc112856196]Monitoring for quality
As part of ongoing monitoring and quality assurance, the VCAA will periodically undertake an audit of VCE Karen to ensure the study is being taught and assessed as accredited. The details of the audit procedures and requirements are published annually in the VCE Administrative Handbook. Schools will be notified if they are required to submit material to be audited.
[bookmark: _Toc112397426][bookmark: _Toc112856197]Safety and wellbeing
It is the responsibility of the school to ensure that duty of care is exercised in relation to the health and safety of all students undertaking the study. 
[bookmark: _Toc112397427][bookmark: _Toc112856198]Employability skills
This study offers a number of opportunities for students to develop employability skills. The Support materials provide specific examples of how students can develop employability skills during learning activities and assessment tasks.


[bookmark: _Toc112397428][bookmark: _Toc112856199]Legislative compliance
When collecting and using information, the provisions of privacy and copyright legislation, such as the Victorian Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 and Health Records Act 2001, and the federal Privacy Act 1988 and Copyright Act 1968, must be met.
[bookmark: _Toc112397429][bookmark: _Toc112856200]Child Safe Standards
Schools and education and training providers are required to comply with the Child Safe Standards made under the Victorian Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005. Registered schools are required to comply with Ministerial Order No. 1359 Implementing the Child Safe Standards – Managing the Risk of Child Abuse in Schools and School Boarding Premises. For further information, consult the websites of the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority, the Commission for Children and Young People and the Department of Education.


[bookmark: _Toc112397430][bookmark: _Toc112856201]Assessment and reporting
[bookmark: _Toc112397431][bookmark: _Toc112856202]Satisfactory completion
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on the teacher’s decision that the student has demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. Demonstration of achievement of outcomes and satisfactory completion of a unit are determined by evidence gained through the assessment of a range of learning activities and tasks. 
Teachers must develop courses that provide appropriate opportunities for students to demonstrate satisfactory achievement of outcomes. 
The decision about satisfactory completion of a unit is distinct from the assessment of levels of achievement. Schools will report a student’s result for each unit to the VCAA as S (satisfactory) or N (not satisfactory).
[bookmark: _Toc112397432][bookmark: _Toc112856203]Levels of achievement
[bookmark: _Toc112856204]Units 1 and 2
Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision. Assessment of levels of achievement for these units will not be reported to the VCAA. Schools may choose to report levels of achievement using grades, descriptive statements or other indicators.
[bookmark: _Toc112856205]Units 3 and 4
The VCAA specifies the assessment procedures for students undertaking scored assessment in Units 3 and 4. Designated assessment tasks are provided in the details for each unit in VCE study designs.
The student’s level of achievement in Units 3 and 4 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework (SAC), as specified in the VCE study design, and external assessment.
The VCAA will report the student’s level of achievement on each assessment component as a grade from A+ to E or UG (ungraded). To receive a study score the student must achieve two or more graded assessments and receive an S for both Units 3 and 4. The study score is reported on a scale of 0–50; it is a measure of how well the student performed in relation to all others who completed the study. Teachers should refer to the current VCE Administrative Handbook for details on graded assessment and calculation of the study score.
Percentage contributions to the study score in VCE Karen are as follows:
Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent
Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent
end-of-year examinations* (oral and written examinations): 50 per cent.
Details of the assessment program are described in the sections on Units 3 and 4 in this study design.
*A single grade is awarded.


[bookmark: _Toc112397433][bookmark: _Toc112856206]Authentication
Work related to the outcomes of each unit will be accepted only if the teacher can attest that, to the best of their knowledge, all unacknowledged work is the student’s own. Teachers need to refer to the current VCE Administrative Handbook for authentication rules and strategies.


[bookmark: _Toc14086878][bookmark: _Toc112397434][bookmark: _Toc112856207]Study specifications
For the purposes of this study the following specifications apply across all units. Details of the scope of each specification are provided in the unit overviews and in the introduction to the relevant areas of study.
This study of Karen is designed for students who are learning Karen in the Australian context. It focuses on learning Karen, using Karen and mediating between Karen-speaking communities and Australian cultural contexts. It balances the cognitive demands of learning Karen and using Karen in a range of contexts.
The content of this study is organised through the concepts of Identity, Legacy, Responsibility and Sustainability. Students are expected to encounter content related to the concepts through the eight prescribed topics, with two for each concept. All topics are to be studied in the two years of the senior secondary study of Karen. The topics allow personal, community and global perspectives to be explored in Karen and within the Australian context for language learning.
The prescribed topics for Karen are designed to be flexible and can focus on a range of perspectives, depending on cultural considerations, student interests and available resources. The topics are taught through subtopics chosen by the teacher. It is recommended that students study between eight and 12 subtopics over the two years of the course. Some subtopics may require greater depth of treatment than others. 
Students are expected to engage with a wide variety of common contemporary text types. Across Units 1–4 students will be provided with opportunities to produce descriptive, evaluative, imaginative, informative, personal, persuasive and reflective writing, individually or in combination. 
In each unit the areas of study align to the objectives of the CCAFL Framework.
[bookmark: _Toc49852370][bookmark: _Toc20392956]

[bookmark: _Toc112397435][bookmark: _Toc112856208]Learning language
Learning Karen involves an investigation of language as a dynamic system and of the way it works to create meaning. Students extend their skills, knowledge and understanding of the interrelationship between language and culture to communicate effectively with others in formal and informal contexts. They develop metalinguistic and metacognitive awareness to enable them to employ critical and creative thinking skills, employ intercultural competence and reflect on how they engage in their language learning.
[bookmark: _Communication_skills][bookmark: _Toc32844718][bookmark: _Toc49852371][bookmark: _Toc112397436][bookmark: _Toc112856209]Communication skills
Students engage with listening, reading and visual texts and create their own spoken and written Karen for a range of purposes and audiences. Students practise skills in various contexts and combinations through tasks requiring interpersonal language use, analysis of language and creating meaning in Karen.
Students should be provided with authentic learning experiences and school-based assessment tasks that provide opportunities to achieve the objectives represented in the areas of study. This requires balanced exposure to all language skills, links between language and culture, and investigation of language as a system throughout their study.
[bookmark: _Toc112856210]Interacting in Karen 
By exchanging, sharing and reflecting on information, opinions, ideas and experiences in Karen, students interact and mediate with other speakers of Karen in spoken or written form. This requires students to demonstrate intercultural competence and use receptive and productive language skills as they respond to the input of others.
[bookmark: _Toc112856211]Analysing Karen 
Through evaluating, synthesising, reflecting on and responding to texts presented in Karen, students extract, process, interpret and compare information, opinions, ideas and aspects of texts. This requires awareness of cultural and intercultural considerations when seeking and relaying meaning.
Creating meaning in Karen
When interacting and developing texts in Karen, students create meaning; express and present ideas, experiences, opinions and arguments; and communicate knowledge for a specified context, purpose and audience. This requires students to demonstrate an awareness of language as a system and to consider cultural factors that influence meaning and strategies for effective communication and self-representation through Karen.
[bookmark: _Toc49852372][bookmark: _Toc112397437][bookmark: _Toc112856213][bookmark: _Toc20392957][bookmark: _Toc32844719]Language and culture
(Students) come to understand how personal, group and national identities are shaped, and the variable and changing nature of culture. Intercultural understanding involves students learning about and engaging with diverse cultures in ways that 
recognise commonalities and differences, create connections with others and 
cultivate mutual respect.
Australian Curriculum (Version 8.4) – General capabilities, Intercultural Understanding
The study of Karen explores the interrelationship between language and culture. It acknowledges the richness of cultural understanding required for students to successfully communicate in Karen, engage with cultural and intercultural contexts, and share personal, community and global perspectives through Karen. Students recognise the importance of the link between culture and effective communication.
By learning an additional language, students actively engage with the culture expressed by that language. Students learn to appreciate the dynamic nature of language and culture, and how these are linked in time and place. Students develop an awareness of how culture influences language, behaviours, and personal and community identities.
Students develop the capacity for ongoing reflection on languages and cultures, including their own and those of others. They build on their shared interests and similarities to negotiate or mediate difference. Students discover new ways of thinking about language and culture and the world in which they live.
Through communicating in Karen, students gain a deeper insight into their own values, beliefs, language and culture as well as an appreciation for those of others. Students recognise the importance of taking responsibility for effective communication, evaluating and adjusting their actions and their reactions to other speakers.
[bookmark: _Toc49852373][bookmark: _Toc112397438][bookmark: _Toc112856214]Language as a system
Students develop their understanding of language as a system and reflect on how language is used in different contexts and may vary between different individuals or groups. Students expand their cognitive horizons through exposure to different systems of language.
Students understand that there are particular language features that are specific to Karen. They draw on this knowledge when they understand or communicate meaning through interacting with others, analysing meaning in Karen or creating meaning themselves in Karen.
Students recognise and apply features of the sound and writing systems. They understand the systematic nature of grammatical forms and use elements of grammar to refine their expression of complex ideas. They analyse the effects of linguistic and structural features in texts, explaining their interrelationship with context, purpose and audience. Students are aware that some language features may change over time or vary in different places.
Students make comparisons with their own and other languages and are able to use and adapt understandings about language. In doing so, they accelerate their learning of Karen, identify differences in the contexts of language use and develop effective communication skills. They reflect on an expanding knowledge of the linguistic features of Karen and an understanding of language as a system.
[bookmark: _Toc49852374][bookmark: _Toc112397439][bookmark: _Toc112856215]Vocabulary
There is no prescribed vocabulary; however, students should be familiar with a range of vocabulary that enables them to engage in interpersonal interactions, analyse information in Karen and create meaning in Karen on the prescribed topics.
[bookmark: _Toc20392959][bookmark: _Toc32844721][bookmark: _Toc49852375][bookmark: _Toc112397440][bookmark: _Toc112856216]Grammar
Grammar can be described as the organisation of the structural elements needed to communicate in a language. Knowledge of grammar is essential for understanding language as a system.
Students extend their understanding of the function of grammar in Karen, gained through prior study or personal experience. Students build on their awareness of the system of structures that underlies Karen, as well as their ability to apply and adapt this knowledge.
[bookmark: _Toc112856217][bookmark: _Toc112397441]Language functions
Students are expected to recognise and use Karen to perform the following functions, which align to the three objectives of the CCAFL Framework (interact in, analyse and create meaning in language) as well as the areas of study in each unit of this study:
exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences (Objective 1 and Area of Study 1)
analysing, evaluating and synthesising (Objective 2 and Area of Study 2)
expressing ideas and perspectives (Objective 3 and Area of Study 3) 
The functions listed here have been provided to assist teachers to recognise key aspects of the CCAFL Framework within this study design. Examples of how students may perform these functions are provided in the ‘Language structures’ section below.
[bookmark: _Toc112397442][bookmark: _Toc112856218]Language structures
Students are expected to recognise and use the following language structures to meet the objectives represented in the areas of study, perform the language functions listed above and communicate effectively in Karen.
Each of the language structures provided in the table below includes a possible function associated with a sub-element, where this is appropriate. This example function is not the only possible function associated with that sub-element; it is provided as an example only. 
In addition, some essential grammar sub-elements that may be used in many contexts or are more general in nature are not aligned to any particular function. 
Grammar that students should be familiar with from prior learning is not included in the list of language structures. 
Karen language structures (grammar and sub-element), with example sentence and example language function
	Grammar
	Sub-element
	Example sentence
	Example function

	Descriptions
	Adjective clause
	ySRbSDodvh.vXtw>rR vD>td.bl;'D;,[H.w*RtHRySR[JbSDodvh.vXt td.tgr;vDRI
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
describing people, objects or circumstances

	Comparisons
	Comparative adjective
	w>vXo0DM.rh>'d.xJvJ.b.q.qH;M>'H;0h>xDbd vDRI
	Area of Study 3 
Expressing ideas and perspectives
exploring perspectives

	Connecting ideas
	Conjunctions
	ySRw*RtHRtoh.ng0JvXw,Hmb.vh.rh.tlu[J
'D;tpJRcHvH'.vJ.M.t
wu&Dw>b.I
	Area of Study 2 
Analysing, evaluating and synthesising
making connections

	Linking ideas
	Preposition
	o.rH,DRolz; 'd.td.vX wcD;xl. tzDvmw'kM. th.tD.n.CHu,Du,DvDRI
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
informing, or reporting or conveying facts

	Verb
Indicative mood
	Present
	weHRtHRrh>0JunDeH.xD.oDrk>eHRtCdySRunDzduuGJ>tgr;vX[D.cd.'Dbh. wz.rRvRuyDRtDRvDRI
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
describing events

	Verb 
Subjunctive mood
	Expressing wishes
	rh>ohrh>b.'D;,tJ.'d;o yS>uwX>vXeu[Jql ,w>zsDvDRI
	Area of Study 3 
Expressing ideas and perspectives 
sharing ideas

	Remarks
	Interjection
	tRvgeR<ywJeRrR'fM. w*hRb.q.erRwvD>vD> 'ftHR,ub.rR'fvJ.I
	Area of Study 2 
Analysing, evaluating and synthesising
identifying relationships and patterns

	Modifying verbs
	Adverbs of time
	ySRuFdzdw*RtCh>jyXw> eXR'D;to;ck'd.r;tCd tqJ;usd;toud;wxH.CDvDRI
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
explaining a situation or context

	Modifying verbs
	Adverbs of place
	,uG>Ck,e.&H.tolw zsX.vXw>vD>ud;ylR'J;b.q.,wxH.eDwylRb. tCd,o;wplReDwpJ; b.I
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
expressing or conveying feelings

	Mutual relationships
	Reciprocal pronouns
	t0Joh.cH*Rrkmvdmo; u'Ju'J'd.r;b.q. twJtgvdmo;xDbdvDRI
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
explaining a situation or context

	Reported speech
	Direct speech
	,zd'd.rk.wJ0J ?,rh>[JxH.eRM.,u [Jud;Ckm'D;,oud;w*RvDRI/
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
confirming information

	Reported speech
	Indirect speech
	,zHwJ0JvXtu[J[;td.oud;,RvXcHwvgvDRI
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
confirming information

	Question forms
	Indirect questions
	us;td;xD.tqXuwD>zJvJ.M.eoh.ng{gI
	rea of Study 2 
Analysing, evaluating and synthesising
extracting meaning through questioning

	Question forms 
	Interrogative questions
	uFd'D;e[H.M.tbX.pXR,HRxJvJ.I
	Area of Study 2 
Analysing, evaluating and synthesising
extracting meaning through questioning

	Conjunctions
	Cause and reason
	xd.zdvXoh.xl.zDvmw z.,lRuGHm0Jrh>vXt0Joh.ysHRb.o.rH,DRvlRtDRtCdvDRI
	Area of Study 3 
Expressing ideas and perspectives
linking ideas

	Expression of time
	Time modifiers
	,wHmeD.rh>0HRM.,tJ.'d;vJJRuG>w>*DRrlvDRI
	Area of Study 3 
Expressing ideas and perspectives
sequencing of information, ideas opinions or perspectives

	Imperative terms
	Imperative actions
	eb.rRuqSDuhRz.uylR
zJezDw>0HRM.vDRI
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
informing, or reporting or conveying facts

	Verbs 
	Concurrent actions
	cJuXmwEGHM.yutD.rl;'D;o;zSHoud;vX,'hrk.t w>whw>zsD< Ckm'D;eH.xD. oDtrl;o;zSHweHRCDM. vDRI
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
describing events

	Numbers 
	Ordinal
	,zsX.ySD>u&l>rRM>cd.z;cHzJzsX.ySD>w>jyXM.vDRI
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and perspectives
describing events

	Numbers
	Numbers as adjectives 
	,'hrk.zd'J;M.0JzDw>qSK.
*DR*DRcHzD;vXu&X>ylR'D;t[h.,RvDRI
ySRydmcGgw*RusDu>vDR oh.z;'d.oXxl.vXt [H.vD>cHu&X>ylRvDRI
,rh>vJRqlus;tcgM.< ,uyORwuGHo.CkzsX. vDRI
	Area of Study 3 
Expressing ideas and perspectives
sequencing of information, ideas, opinions or perspectives

	Verbs 
	Expressing intention
	,uusJ;pX;rR0HRuhR, w>rRqdqd< 'fod;,uvJR Ckmb.'D;eRql0h>ylRvDRI
	Area of Study 3 
Expressing ideas and perspectives
linking ideas

	Voice 
	Active voice
	,rdzDtD.n.uolvDRI
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
describing people, objects or circumstances

	Voice 
	Passive voice
	zk'gcd.b.tXtHRb.w> rRuqSDtDRvX,uFDvDRI
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
describing events

	Clauses 
	Conditional clauses
	,phrh>td.vXyJSR'D;,uyORodvh.wcd.vDRI
	Area of Study 3 
Expressing ideas and perspectives
exploring perspectives

	Preference 
	Expressing preference
	weRtHR< ,tJ.'d;td.vX [H.'d.M>'H;vJR[;'D;eR vXw>csXvDRI
	Area of Study 1 
Exchanging information, ideas, opinions and experiences
asserting opinions or ideas


[bookmark: _Toc32844722][bookmark: _Toc49852376][bookmark: _Toc112397443][bookmark: _Toc112856219]

Text types
Students should be familiar with a wide variety of common contemporary text types. They learn to identify, understand and apply the different characteristics of personal and public texts used for communication in Karen.
A variety of text types may be used for developing, teaching and/or assessing the skills of listening, speaking, reading, viewing and writing in the language. In coursework and school-based assessment tasks, students should be provided with a range of text types for interacting in, analysing and creating meaning in Karen.
The written text types that students can reasonably be expected to produce by the completion of this study include:
article
biography
blog post
diary entry 
email
formal letter
informal letter
invitation
journal entry 
message
notice
report
review
script of a speech
story
transcript of an interview.
[bookmark: _Toc112397444][bookmark: _Toc112856220][bookmark: _Toc32844723]Writing styles
Students should be familiar with the characteristics of different styles of writing. Texts require different styles of writing depending on their context, purpose and audience. Students may be asked to recognise or produce written texts that are personal, informative, descriptive, evaluative, reflective, persuasive or imaginative, or a combination of these writing styles.
[bookmark: _Toc49852378][bookmark: _Toc112397445][bookmark: _Toc112856221]Dictionaries
Students are encouraged to use monolingual and/or bilingual dictionaries. Use of dictionaries is part of a range of strategies that students can apply when:
mediating between languages
reflecting on language use
understanding the context for language use
understanding language as a system
understanding the limitations of resources and technologies.


Successful use of dictionaries and translation technologies requires students to understand the characteristics of vocabulary in Karen and how Karen is presented in reference texts. Effective dictionary use assists students to develop critical thinking skills and strategies for accurately confirming meaning and creating interest to engage an audience. It is expected that teachers will help students develop the necessary skills and confidence to use dictionaries effectively.
Information on the use of print dictionaries in examinations is provided in the examination specifications.
[bookmark: _Toc32844725][bookmark: _Toc49852379]The Support materials provide further information on suitable print dictionaries and other resources. 


[bookmark: _Toc112397446][bookmark: _Toc112856222]Using language
[bookmark: _Toc112856223][bookmark: _Toc49852380][bookmark: _Toc112397447]Content 
The study of Karen provides learning that extends students’ knowledge of the world in which they live and allows them to apply the language they have learned in new contexts. Students apply language skills, knowledge and understanding to content organised through interrelated concepts, perspectives and topics. The topics are drawn from the concepts, and students are encouraged to consider the topics from different perspectives.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc49852381][bookmark: _Toc112397448][bookmark: _Toc112856224][bookmark: concepts]Concepts
The concepts provide the content that students are expected to encounter through the prescribed topics. The concepts are Identity, Legacy, Responsibility and Sustainability. They allow personal, community and global perspectives to be explored in Karen and within the Australian context for language learning.
All concepts are to be studied over the two years of the senior secondary study of Karen. 


[bookmark: _Toc112856225]Identity
Studying the concept of Identity enables students to explore topics related to their personal world, for example, a sense of self, personal values, opinions, ideas, aspirations and relationships with others. It provides opportunities to reflect on personal identity, individuality and group affiliation in more than one language and cultural context. It enables students to explore and communicate aspects of Australian society in culturally and linguistically appropriate ways.
[bookmark: _Toc112856226]Legacy
Studying the concept of Legacy allows students to consider how people and events influence change, and how people respond to opportunities and challenges. They investigate topics related to the contributions, achievements and influence of Karen-speaking individuals and communities throughout history and through to the present day. Students consider the impact and enduring nature of achievements on Karen-speaking societies and beyond.
[bookmark: _Toc112856227]Responsibility
Studying the concept of Responsibility enables students to investigate how people manage social responsibilities and influence decisions that affect individuals or groups within society. The topics associated with this concept allow students to consider issues of particular relevance to young people and other groups within Karen-speaking communities and to make comparisons with their own experiences.
[bookmark: _Toc112856228]Sustainability
Studying the concept of Sustainability provides students with the opportunity to explore topics with a focus on an aspect of sustainability, including present and future lifestyles, the environment and how language and culture can be sustained.
[bookmark: _Toc49852382][bookmark: _Toc112397449][bookmark: _Toc112856229]Perspectives
Students engage with the concepts through a range of prescribed topics that allow them to recognise, exchange and share ideas viewed from different personal, community and global perspectives.
All three perspectives are to be addressed through a range of topics over the two years of the study of Karen at senior secondary level.
[bookmark: _Toc49852383][bookmark: _Toc112397450][bookmark: _Toc112856230]Topics
There are eight prescribed topics, all of which relate to the concepts and may be studied from a personal, community or global perspective. All topics are to be studied in the two years of the senior secondary study of Karen. The topics provide the content focus for teaching, learning and assessment. The topics are taught through subtopics chosen by the teacher. Subtopics are not prescribed and allow flexibility in the way topics are taught and studied.
Through topics and tasks, students are provided with opportunities to apply key language skills, knowledge and understanding in authentic contexts and engage with content that reflects their interests and the requirements of the senior secondary study of Karen.


[bookmark: _Toc112856231]Topics for Karen for each concept 
Identity
Inclusivity, diversity and belonging
Living in Australia
Legacy
Innovation
History and traditions
Responsibility
Society
Youth
Sustainability
Sustaining language and culture
Natural environment
[bookmark: _Toc112856232]Selecting subtopics
The topics are taught through subtopics chosen by the teacher. When selecting subtopics over the two years of study, the teacher should ensure that students are provided with opportunities to engage with:
each of the eight topics for the language
personal, community and global perspectives
content that has an Australian focus. 
The following example shows how aspects of one of the prescribed topics may be developed for teaching and learning and may address different perspectives. 
Concept: 	Legacy
Topic: 	Innovation 
Example subtopic and perspective: 
Innovations I can’t live without (personal perspective) 
OR
Meeting the challenges of living in the 21st century through innovation and invention (community perspective)
OR
Innovations that changed the world (global perspective)
For more examples of subtopics that align to the concepts and topics, refer to ‘Ideas for subtopics’ in the Support materials provided for this study.


[bookmark: _Toc112397451][bookmark: _Toc112856233][bookmark: _Toc20392955][bookmark: _Toc32844726][bookmark: _Toc49852386][bookmark: _Toc20392953][bookmark: _Toc32844730]Task design
Students will be provided with information about the context, purpose and audience for each school-based assessment task. In the written examination, appropriate information will be provided for all productive tasks.
Concepts, topics and perspectives are prescribed and create a framework of subject content for the activities and tasks that students undertake to demonstrate achievement of the outcomes of each unit. Language learning suited to the level and scope of the concepts, topics and perspectives is also specified and includes grammar, text types and writing styles that students are expected to be familiar with by the end of Unit 4. There is no prescribed order in which this learning should occur.
The Support materials provide further description of these language learning and language use requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc112397452][bookmark: _Toc112856234]Tasks
Tasks are broadly defined as opportunities for the meaningful use of language and are designed to allow students to develop and demonstrate key skills, knowledge and understanding in Karen at increasingly complex levels. They relate to the areas of study, which are based on the objectives of the CCAFL Framework – interacting in, analysing and creating meaning in language.
Three elements are to be specified for each task: context, purpose and audience.
[bookmark: _Toc112856235]Context
The context for communication requires students to consider suitable language for a particular situation. The context may be real, simulated or imaginary. Knowledge of the language as a system and the relationship between language and culture will inform the language used in any given context.
[bookmark: _Toc112856236]Purpose
The purpose indicates the reason for undertaking the task and the aims for communication in a particular context. Students demonstrate key skills, knowledge and understanding, and control of Karen they have learned, by selecting and using appropriate and relevant language within the scope of the task.
[bookmark: _Toc112856237]Audience
The audience is the intended group of readers, listeners or viewers for the task. Students adjust their language to suit the audience for the task by considering aspects of language and culture that impact on developing shared meaning appropriate for that audience.


[bookmark: _Toc112397453][bookmark: _Toc112856238]Terms used in the study
[bookmark: _Toc112856239]Authentic
‘Authentic’ is used to refer to contexts and learning experiences that allow students to use appropriate language for a given real-life situation. 
[bookmark: _Toc112856240][bookmark: TemplateOverview]CCAFL
The Collaborative Curriculum and Assessment Framework for Languages (CCAFL) project is an initiative of the Australasian Curriculum, Assessment and Certification Authorities (ACACA). It is a long-running national collaborative curriculum and assessment model that supports the provision of high quality languages education at the senior secondary level. It provides a common framework for the development of language curriculum and external assessment that ensures the ongoing provision of languages that might otherwise be unsustainable due to small candidatures. 
[bookmark: _Toc112856241]CCAFL Framework (2021)
The CCAFL Framework provides the structure and elements that are common to all Australian CCAFL Languages developed at this level. It represents the foundation for the development of language-specific materials and state-based curriculum and assessment for these CCAFL Languages. 
[bookmark: _Toc112856242]Creating meaning in Karen
‘Creating meaning in Karen’ refers to any language that students generate themselves in spoken, visual or written form. When creating meaning in Karen, students present information, experiences, opinions and ideas through a range of interactions, text types, styles of writing and media. Creating meaning in Karen is not limited to particular contexts, purposes or audiences, and includes language for all student products. 
[bookmark: _Toc112856243][bookmark: interculturalcomp]Intercultural competence
‘Intercultural competence’ is the ability to think, behave and create meaning to communicate effectively with people across cultures. 
[bookmark: _Toc112856244][bookmark: mediating]Mediating
‘Mediating’ between languages refers to an understanding of what is required to take meaning expressed in one language and create similar meaning in another language. Students need to consider aspects of language and culture that help or deflect shared understanding, and account for these in effective communication. 
[bookmark: _Toc112856245]Self-representation
‘Self-representation’ refers to how students present themselves to others when using Karen. 
Visual texts
‘Visual texts’ are defined as texts that communicate information in visual form and do not rely on verbal information to convey meaning. For the purposes of this study, a visual text is defined as a visual image without text. 
Visual texts include a wide range of texts, such as films, cartoons, photographs, posters, artworks, maps and many more. Care must be taken when selecting visual texts for school-based assessment tasks to ensure that the information required in the student response is located in the visual aspects of the text. Maps, charts and graphs with extensive written information may not be suitable as visual texts in this context. 
Where very small quantities of incidental written text do appear, the visual image may be used on the condition that the written text does not convey meaning. If the image still conveys the intended message when the visual elements are removed and only the written text remains, the image is inappropriate as a visual text. 


[bookmark: prescribed][bookmark: _Toc112397454][bookmark: _Toc112856246]Unit 1
This unit focuses on the prescribed topics related to the concepts of Identity and Sustainability. Students develop the knowledge, skills and understanding to use language through subtopics that allow them to consider aspects of the topics from personal, community and global perspectives. Language learning supports language use associated with this focus.
The study specifications common to Units 1–4 are detailed in the ‘Study specifications’ section of this study design. 
[bookmark: _Toc112397455][bookmark: _Toc112856247]Area of Study 1
[bookmark: _Toc112856248]Interacting in Karen
This area of study enables students to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in Karen in culturally and linguistically appropriate ways.
Students exchange information, opinions, ideas and experiences in an informal, personal spoken interaction in Karen, reflecting an aspect of the subtopic for this area of study.
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to exchange meaning in an informal, personal spoken interaction in Karen. 
To achieve this outcome the student will apply key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1.
Key knowledge
information and ideas related to the subtopic studied
vocabulary and grammar suitable for exchanging information on the subtopic 
understanding of how to interact with others appropriately, in accordance with the role they are fulfilling 
oral language for participating in an informal, personal spoken interaction in Karen, including idioms
language and behaviours required to effectively initiate, maintain and close a spoken exchange
Key skills
discuss the subtopic in a spoken exchange 
recognise and respond to cues for turn-taking
self-correct language, as appropriate
use appropriate pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo
use language that conveys intended meaning, taking into account cultural perspectives 
link and sequence ideas and information
use a range of question-and-answer forms 
use appropriate forms of address and non-verbal forms of communication, such as eye contact and gestures
interact with others appropriately in accordance with the roles of the participants in the spoken interaction, depending on age, status and other relevant considerations 
recognise meaning in expressions without a direct equivalent in English


[bookmark: _Toc112397456][bookmark: _Toc112856249]Area of Study 2
[bookmark: _Toc112856250]Analysing Karen
This area of study enables students to demonstrate the skills and knowledge used to analyse and respond in written English to texts presented in Karen. 
Students identify relevant content and interpret information, opinions or ideas from two texts related to different aspects of one subtopic. One text is a listening text and the other is a reading text. A visual text may also be provided to support the reading text. (Information on selecting visual texts is provided in the ‘Terms used in the study’ section of this study design.)
Students consider the features of the texts and cultural and intercultural considerations when comprehending meaning. They answer short-answer questions that relate to ideas presented in each text individually and the texts in combination and which may include comparisons.
Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse information from texts in Karen related to different aspects of the subtopic studied and respond in writing to short-answer questions about the texts in English. 
To achieve this outcome the student will apply key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.
Key knowledge
ideas and concepts related to the subtopic studied
conventions of the text types presented in the texts
linguistic, cultural and intercultural considerations required to understand the texts
vocabulary and grammar appropriate for understanding and analysing information on the subtopic
Key skills
identify key concepts from the listening text and from the reading text (which may be supported by a visual text) in Karen
express gist and global understanding of meaning as well as specific details
link ideas and information from various parts of the texts and from all the texts provided, which may include comparisons
recognise and interpret expressions without a direct equivalent in English
[bookmark: _Toc112397457][bookmark: _Toc112856251]Area of Study 3
[bookmark: _Toc112856252]Creating meaning in Karen
This area of study enables students to demonstrate the skills and knowledge to write in Karen for a specific context, purpose and audience.
The writing is related to the subtopic that has been studied in class and researched individually, in groups or as a class. Any research undertaken is intended to support students to create informed writing. Sources of information may be in Karen, in English or another language, or a combination of these. 
Students use language suited to the purpose, text type and writing style required in the response. They demonstrate an awareness of language as a system and cultural factors that influence meaning, in addition to using strategies for effective communication and self-representation. 
Information on developing tasks is provided in the ‘Task design’ section of this study design. Further information is provided in the ‘Language and culture’ and ‘Language as a system’ sections. 
Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce original writing in Karen on the subtopic studied that includes information to support ideas and opinions.
To achieve this outcome the student will apply key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3.
Key knowledge
ideas and concepts related to the subtopic studied 
language, including vocabulary and grammar, suitable for expressing information on the subtopic 
cultural and intercultural considerations relating to the subtopic 
conventions of text types and writing styles for the context, purpose and audience of the task
language for producing information in writing suited to the task 
Key skills
use strategies for creating an original text in Karen, such as planning, drafting, self-correcting and using dictionaries 
use a range of appropriate vocabulary, grammar and expressions suited to the subtopic and task
sequence ideas logically 
engage the audience
use suitable written language and any other elements appropriate to the text type, context, purpose and audience for the task
use stylistic features suitable to the text type and writing style
use appropriate spelling and punctuation
review and correct written language, as appropriate 
[bookmark: _Toc112397458][bookmark: _Toc112856253]Assessment
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks that provide a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes.
The areas of study, including the key knowledge and key skills listed for the outcomes, should be used for course design and the development of learning activities and assessment tasks. Assessment must be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and should be completed mainly in class and within a limited timeframe.
All assessments at Units 1 and 2 are school-based. Procedures for assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision.
For this unit students are required to demonstrate three outcomes. As a set these outcomes encompass the areas of study in the unit.
One task for each area of study is to be set for assessment in this unit. The following are examples of suitable tasks.
[bookmark: _Toc112856254]Outcome 1
Participate in a conversation, interview or role-play related to identity, from a personal perspective
Give a talk to the class about a subtopic related to sustainability (such as the preservation of languages from a global perspective), asking and responding to questions
Participate in a discussion with the teacher on an aspect of a subtopic related to identity, viewed from a community perspective 
[bookmark: _Toc112856255]Outcome 2 
Listen to a conversation and read a short article about an aspect of sustainability, and answer questions
Read a journal entry and listen to an announcement that reflect personal views on identity, and respond to questions
Answer a series of short-answer questions after hearing a podcast and reading a review on an aspect of sustainability in the community
[bookmark: _Toc112856256]Outcome 3
Produce a written presentation, which may include visual elements, on a subtopic related to sustainability or identity
Write a blog post encouraging emerging writers to share their views on identity in Australia
Produce an annotated brochure that highlights places or activities of cultural interest related to community identity
Where teachers allow students to choose between tasks, they must ensure that the tasks they set are of comparable scope and demand.


[bookmark: _Toc112397459][bookmark: _Toc112856257]Unit 2
This unit focuses on the prescribed topics related to the concepts of Legacy and Responsibility. Students develop the knowledge, skills and understanding to use language through subtopics that allow them to consider aspects of the topics from personal, community and global perspectives. Language learning will support language use associated with this focus.
The study specifications common to Units 1–4 are detailed in the ‘Study specifications’ section of this study design.
[bookmark: _Toc112397460][bookmark: _Toc112856258]Area of Study 1
[bookmark: _Toc112856259]Interacting in Karen
This area of study enables students to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in Karen and their understanding of the influence of culture on language through extending an interaction in writing in Karen. 
Students respond in writing in Karen to ideas, opinions and information presented in a listening text in Karen on the subtopic studied. They consider strategies to engage with and extend the exchange in a written response. 
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student will engage with the ideas, opinions and/or information raised in a listening text in Karen and develop the exchange through an extended response in writing in Karen. 
To achieve this outcome the student will apply key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1.
Key knowledge
information and ideas related to the texts studied
conventions of text types and language for producing information in writing for the context, purpose and audience of a task 
vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding and expressing general and specific information on the subtopic
Key skills
develop and respond to ideas, opinions and/or information represented in a text 
use strategies to identify, engage with and extend information from a text in a written response 
meet the requirements of the task, selecting and using relevant information 
express gist and global understanding of meaning as well as items of specific detail
link and sequence ideas in writing
[bookmark: _Toc112397461][bookmark: _Toc112856260]Area of Study 2
[bookmark: _Toc112856261]Analysing Karen
This area of study enables students to demonstrate skills and knowledge to analyse and respond to a text presented in Karen. 
Students extract and interpret information, opinions and/or ideas from a reading text related to the subtopic studied. They consider the features of the text, aspects of language, and cultural and intercultural factors when locating meaning and expressing themselves in Karen.
Students produce a written response in Karen that presents relevant information from the reading text for a specified context, purpose and audience. The writing style, text type, context, purpose and audience for the response is different from those of the reading text. 
Information about developing tasks is provided in the ‘Task design’ section of this study design. 
Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce writing in Karen for a specified purpose and audience, using relevant information from a reading text in Karen. 
To achieve this outcome the student will apply key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.
Key knowledge
information and ideas related to the subtopic studied
vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding, analysing and expressing information related to the subtopic and for the task
knowledge of cultural and intercultural considerations associated with the subtopic and presented in the text
knowledge of language for commenting in writing on information, ideas and opinions on the subtopic 
conventions of the text types associated with the task
Key skills
identify and adapt key concepts from the reading text in the response in Karen
recognise meaning in expressions from the reading text without a direct equivalent in English 
express gist and global understanding of meaning as well as items of specific detail
reorganise and link information in response to the requirements of the task 
use appropriate language for the purposes of the text type and audience of the task, such as a suitable level of formality 
use suitable grammar, vocabulary, spelling and punctuation 
review and correct written language, as required
[bookmark: _Toc112397462][bookmark: _Toc112856262]Area of Study 3
[bookmark: _Toc112856263]Creating meaning in Karen
This area of study enables students to demonstrate the skills and knowledge to create a spoken presentation in Karen for a specific context, purpose and audience. The spoken presentation is related to a subtopic with a focus on Australia. 
The spoken presentation may address an aspect of society, an individual or a group, or it may explore comparisons between Australia and other countries. Students demonstrate an awareness of cultural factors that influence meaning to accurately express general and detailed aspects of the subtopic in a way that is meaningful to Karen-speakers. Students use language suited to the context, purpose, audience and text type required in the response. They use strategies for effective communication, for positive self-representation and to create interest for the audience. 
Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to deliver a spoken presentation in Karen that accurately expresses meaning to Karen-speakers on the subtopic related to Australia that has been studied. 
To achieve this outcome the student will apply key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3.
Key knowledge
understanding of one or more aspects of Australian society
information and ideas that reflect the subtopic studied 
vocabulary and grammar appropriate for understanding, analysing and expressing information in the spoken presentation
cultural and intercultural considerations relating to the subtopic studied
text and language conventions used in spoken Karen
focus and purpose suited to the subtopic and audience 
Key skills
explain an aspect of the subtopic related to Australia through an original spoken presentation
use spoken language and strategies appropriate to the text type, purpose and audience for the presentation 
use a range of appropriate grammar and vocabulary for the task and audience
use a suitable level of formality for the task and audience
use appropriate pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo
select relevant examples to present an aspect of Australian society 
sequence ideas logically 
create interest for the audience through the presentation 
use visual materials, digital media or other resources to support the presentation, as appropriate
review and correct language in preparation for the presentation
[bookmark: _Toc112397463][bookmark: _Toc112856264]Assessment
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks that provide a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes.
The areas of study, including the key knowledge and key skills listed for the outcomes, should be used for course design and the development of learning activities and assessment tasks. Assessment must be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and should be completed mainly in class and within a limited timeframe.
All assessments at Units 1 and 2 are school-based. Procedures for assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision.
For this unit students are required to demonstrate three outcomes. As a set these outcomes encompass the areas of study in the unit.
One task for each area of study is to be selected for assessment in this unit. The following are examples of suitable tasks.


[bookmark: _Toc112856265]Outcome 1
Listen to a radio program or podcast, then write an email to the producer to find out more about one of the famous people presented in the program
Listen to a telephone message about arrangements for an event your class is organising to raise awareness of a social issue in the community, noting the main items your class will need to address
Listen to a presentation on an aspect of the history in a country where Karen is spoken and write a letter to the guest speaker thanking them and explaining why the presentation was of interest 
[bookmark: _Toc112856266]Outcome 2
Read an article from a community newsletter about a traditional cultural event that is still practised and write an informative review explaining its relevance today
Read about youth attitudes to combining part-time work and study and write an opinion piece about your views on the issues
Read a text about a special cultural tradition found only at a particular travel destination and write an email to convince your friend to join you on a trip there
[bookmark: _Toc112856267]Outcome 3
Narrate a life story, tradition, activity, event or incident that highlights an aspect of Australian history or contemporary society 
Tell the class about the achievements of a person from a Karen-speaking community and their contribution to Australian life; for example, an actor, sportsperson, poet, influencer, scientist or teacher
Present a personal reflection on the influence of traditional dishes on Australian cuisine
Where teachers allow students to choose between tasks they must ensure that the tasks they set are of comparable scope and demand.


[bookmark: _Toc112397464][bookmark: _Toc112856268]Unit 3
Across Units 3 and 4 students will study topics related to all the concepts of the study – Identity, Legacy, Responsibility and Sustainability – through the subtopics selected for each unit. 
This unit focuses on language use related to three or more subtopics, each of which is chosen to allow students to consider aspects of the prescribed topics. The subtopics studied may focus on one or more perspectives and will engage students with personal, community and global perspectives across Units 3 and 4.
The study specifications common to Units 1–4 are detailed in the ‘Study specifications’ section of this study design.
[bookmark: _Toc112397465][bookmark: _Toc112856269]Area of Study 1
[bookmark: _Toc112856270]Interacting in Karen
This area of study enables students to develop their knowledge and skills in Karen and reflect on the relationship between language and culture by participating in a spoken exchange to negotiate a future action. 
Students exchange information, opinions, ideas and/or experiences and negotiate future action relating to the subtopic studied in a spoken interaction in Karen. They do this by playing an agreed role, mindful of aspects of language and culture that influence the role, meaning expressed and the effectiveness of the agreement they achieve. 

Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to participate in a spoken role-play in Karen to negotiate an agreed future action related to an aspect of the subtopic studied. 
To achieve this outcome the student will apply key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1.
Key knowledge
information and ideas related to the subtopic studied 
cultural and intercultural considerations relating to the subtopic 
vocabulary and grammar suitable for expressing opinions and negotiating
spoken language and behaviours required to effectively initiate, maintain and close a spoken exchange
register appropriate to the audience
Key skills
use appropriate pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo
use appropriate register to address others
use suitable non-verbal forms of communication 
review and correct language during the spoken exchange, as appropriate
exchange relevant information and justify opinions and ideas
recognise meaning in expressions without a direct equivalent in English 
link ideas logically
use language that expresses the intended meaning, accounting for cultural perspectives
accommodate expectations and influences that impact on participants in the interaction
use negotiation strategies
clarify decisions and ensure future actions are agreed
[bookmark: _Toc112397466][bookmark: _Toc112856271]Area of Study 2
[bookmark: _Toc112856272]Analysing Karen
This area of study enables students to develop skills and knowledge to analyse and respond in Karen to texts presented in Karen. 
Students identify relevant content and interpret information, opinions and/or ideas from two reading texts related to different aspects of one subtopic studied. A visual image without text may also be provided with the reading texts. 
Students consider the features of the texts and cultural and intercultural considerations when seeking and relaying meaning. They answer questions that relate to ideas presented in each text individually and the texts in combination and which may include comparisons.
Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and synthesise information from texts in Karen related to different aspects of the subtopic studied and respond to short-answer questions about the texts in Karen. 
To achieve this outcome the student will apply key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.
Key knowledge

information and ideas related to the subtopic studied
vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding, analysing and expressing information on the subtopic
conventions of text types in reading texts
Key skills
summarise and synthesise information and ideas from texts in Karen 
recognise the intentions, attitudes and perspectives of the authors of the texts
use a selection of material from the texts to answer specific questions
identify gist, main points, supporting points and details from the texts 
recognise meaning in expressions without a direct equivalent in English
respond clearly to questions using relevant information
express meaning accurately and appropriately in writing in Karen
use appropriate grammar, spelling and punctuation in the responses in Karen
review and correct language, as appropriate
[bookmark: _Toc112397467][bookmark: _Toc112856273]Area of Study 3
[bookmark: _Toc112856274]Creating meaning in Karen
This area of study enables students to develop the skills and knowledge to write in Karen for a specific context, purpose and audience.
Student writing is related to the subtopic studied and researched either individually, in groups or as a class. Any research undertaken supports students to create informed writing. Sources of information may be in Karen, in English or another language, or a combination of these.
Students use language suited to the purpose, text type and writing style required by the task. The written response is descriptive, informative or personal writing, or a combination of these writing styles.
Students demonstrate an awareness of language as a system and cultural factors that influence meaning, in addition to using strategies for effective communication and self-representation.
Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to write in Karen for a specific context, purpose and audience, using appropriate text features and information to support ideas and opinions.
To achieve this outcome the student will apply key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3.
Key knowledge
features of a range of written texts 
vocabulary and grammar suitable for expressing personal ideas and presenting information 
language conventions suited to the text type required in response to the task 
appropriate register for the different purposes, contexts and audiences of texts and responses 
sources of reference materials to support writing
Key skills
use strategies for producing original writing in Karen

sequence ideas appropriately and in accordance with the features of the text type
use stylistic features, conventions and other elements appropriate to the writing style, text type, purpose, context and audience
use language that expresses intended meaning, accounting for cultural and intercultural considerations
vary language for the purpose, context and audience of the task
use appropriate style and register
engage the audience
use appropriate spelling, punctuation and a range of grammar
select and make appropriate use of reference materials, including dictionaries
review and correct written language, as required
[bookmark: _Toc112397468][bookmark: _Toc112856275]School-based assessment
[bookmark: _Toc112856276]Satisfactory completion
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks to provide a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes.
The areas of study and key knowledge and key skills listed for the outcomes should be used for course design and the development of learning activities and assessment tasks.
Assessment of levels of achievement
The student’s level of achievement in Unit 3 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework. School-assessed Coursework tasks must be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and must not unduly add to the workload associated with that program. They must be completed mainly in class and within a limited timeframe.
Where teachers provide a range of options for the same School-assessed Coursework task, they should ensure that the options are of comparable scope and demand.
The types and range of forms of School-assessed Coursework for the outcomes are prescribed within the study design. The VCAA publishes Support materials for this study, which includes advice on the design of assessment tasks and the assessment of student work for a level of achievement.
Teachers will provide to the VCAA a numerical score representing an assessment of the student’s level of achievement. The score must be based on the teacher’s assessment of the performance of each student on the tasks set out in the following table.
Contribution to final assessment
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.

	Outcomes
	Marks allocated
	Assessment tasks

	Outcome 1
Participate in a spoken role-play in Karen to negotiate an agreed future action
	20
	Three- to four-minute role-play in Karen focusing on a negotiated future action

	Outcome 2
Analyse and synthesise information from texts in Karen related to different aspects of the subtopic
	15
	Responses in Karen to specific short-answer questions using information extracted from written texts related to a selected topic. A visual text may be included

	Outcome 3
Write in Karen for a specific context, purpose and audience
	15
	Approximately 250-word piece of writing in Karen suited to the context, text type and writing style (descriptive, informative or personal) required in the response

	Total marks
	50
	


[bookmark: _Toc112397469][bookmark: _Toc112856277]External assessment
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination (see page 44), which will contribute 50 per cent to the study score.


[bookmark: _Toc112397470][bookmark: _Toc112856278]Unit 4
Across Units 3 and 4 students will study topics related to all the concepts of the study – Identity, Legacy, Responsibility and Sustainability – through the subtopics selected for each unit. 
This unit focuses on language use related to three or more subtopics, each of which is chosen to allow students to consider aspects of the prescribed topics. The subtopics studied may focus on one or more perspectives and will engage students with personal, community and global perspectives across Units 3 
and 4.
The study specifications common to Units 1–4 are detailed in the ‘Study specifications’ section of this study design.
[bookmark: _Toc112397471][bookmark: _Toc112856279]Area of Study 1
[bookmark: _Toc112856280]Interacting in Karen
This area of study enables students to present information, opinions and ideas in spoken Karen and discuss aspects of the subtopic studied. 
Students express and present ideas, experiences, opinions and/or arguments related to the subtopic studied in a spoken presentation for a specified context, purpose and audience. Students then participate in a discussion related to the presentation. 

Students consider aspects of language, culture and appropriateness of content when presenting to speakers of Karen. To improve authentic language use and positive self-representation, students may choose to focus on a global perspective, Australian experience or a comparison, depending on the subtopic studied.
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to present information in a spoken presentation and participate in a discussion about the content of the presentation in Karen. 
To achieve this outcome the student will apply key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1.
Key knowledge
relevant information, ideas and opinions about the subtopic studied 
vocabulary and grammar suitable for expressing information, explaining opinions and sharing ideas 
spoken language and behaviours required to present information and participate in a discussion on an aspect of the subtopic 
appropriate techniques for exchanging information and ideas with an adult interlocutor
ways of responding in spoken Karen to questions
correct register appropriate to the task
Key skills
speak to a particular point of view 
exchange, justify and elaborate ideas and opinions
use appropriate pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo
review and correct language, as appropriate
use appropriate register for the task and audience 
use suitable non-verbal forms of communication 
explain meaning in expressions without a direct equivalent in English 
use a range of vocabulary and structures, including some specialist terminology required by the subtopic studied
select relevant and interesting information for the presentation and in response to questions
select and use relevant reference materials, including dictionaries 
recognise and use suitable language and strategies to distinguish between factual and personal perspectives 
link ideas logically
recognise and respond to cues for turn-taking
[bookmark: _Toc112397472][bookmark: _Toc112856281]Area of Study 2
[bookmark: _Toc112856282]Analysing Karen
This area of study enables students to analyse texts presented in Karen and develop an extended response in Karen. 
Students identify relevant content and interpret information, opinions and/or ideas from two texts related to different aspects of the subtopic studied. One text is a reading text and the other is a listening text. A visual image without text may also be provided with the reading text. 
Students respond in writing in Karen, adapting relevant information from each of the texts. The written response requires a different text type, context, purpose and audience to those of the reading and listening texts. The task specifies one or more of the writing styles outlined in the study design to be addressed in a single response.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify information from texts in Karen related to different aspects of the subtopic studied and use relevant information to write an extended response for a specific context, purpose and audience in Karen. 
To achieve this outcome the student will apply key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.
Key knowledge
information and ideas related to the subtopic studied 
vocabulary and grammar suitable for interpreting and expressing information about the subtopic 
awareness of different social contexts and the requirements of different text types 
features of text types 
language for analysing, synthesising and comparing ideas in extended writing
Key skills
use strategies for identifying and understanding key ideas and detailed information from texts in Karen
identify similarities and differences between texts
identify aspects of culture, language or context critical to meaning in the texts 
identify relationships between key ideas and perspectives expressed in the texts 
present information relevant to the purpose, context and audience of the task
locate evidence to support particular views or interpretations of information from the texts
use appropriate grammar, punctuation, spelling and text conventions 
use suitable stylistic features for the purpose, context, audience and text type required in the response 
review and correct language, as appropriate
[bookmark: _Toc112397473][bookmark: _Toc112856283]Area of Study 3
[bookmark: _Toc112856284]Creating meaning in Karen 
This area of study enables students to develop the skills and knowledge to write in Karen for a specific context, purpose and audience. 
Students use language suited to the context, purpose, audience, text type and writing style specified for the response. The written response is evaluative, imaginative, persuasive or reflective writing, or a combination of these writing styles. 
A visual image without text may be provided as stimulus. 
Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce an extended piece of original writing in Karen in response to a task.
To achieve this outcome the student will apply key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3.
Key knowledge
information related to the subtopic studied 
vocabulary and grammar suitable for each of the writing styles 

conventions used in Karen for each of the writing styles and relevant text types 
stylistic features appropriate to the text types and for a range of audiences
Key skills
produce original writing in Karen
sequence ideas logically
use appropriate grammar, spelling and punctuation 
use stylistic features, conventions and other elements appropriate to the writing style and text type of the response
use suitable written language for the purpose, context and audience of the writing in the response 
accurately express intended meaning 
review and correct language, as appropriate
[bookmark: _Toc112397474][bookmark: _Toc112856285]School-based assessment
[bookmark: _Toc112856286]Satisfactory completion
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks to provide a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes.
The areas of study and key knowledge and key skills listed for the outcomes should be used for course design and the development of learning activities and assessment tasks.


[bookmark: _Toc112856287]Assessment of levels of achievement
The student’s level of achievement in Unit 4 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework.
School-assessed Coursework tasks must be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and must not unduly add to the workload associated with that program. They must be completed mainly in class and within a limited timeframe.
Where teachers provide a range of options for the same School-assessed Coursework task, they should ensure that the options are of comparable scope and demand.
The types and range of forms of School-assessed Coursework for the outcomes are prescribed within the study design. The VCAA publishes Support materials for this study, which includes advice on the design of assessment tasks and the assessment of student work for a level of achievement.
Teachers will provide to the VCAA a numerical score representing an assessment of the student’s level of achievement. The score must be based on the teacher’s assessment of the performance of each student on the tasks set out in the following table.
Contribution to final assessment
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.

	Outcomes
	Marks allocated
	Assessment tasks

	Outcome 1
Present information in a spoken presentation and participate in a discussion about the content of the presentation in Karen
	20
	Four- to five-minute presentation and discussion in Karen, including a presentation of up to 90 seconds

	Outcome 2
Identify information from texts in Karen related to different aspects of the subtopic studied and use relevant information to write an extended response
	15
	Approximately 250-word written response in Karen, incorporating information from two or more texts 

	Outcome 3
Produce an extended piece of original writing in Karen
	15
	Approximately 300-word piece of writing in Karen, suited to the context, text type and writing style (evaluative, imaginative, persuasive or reflective) required in the response

	Total marks
	50
	


[bookmark: _Toc112397475][bookmark: _Toc112856288]External assessment
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by two end-of-year examinations.
Contribution to final assessment
The examinations together will contribute 50 per cent to the study score.
[bookmark: examination][bookmark: _Toc112856289]End-of-year examinations
Description
Oral examination
Written examination
All the key knowledge and key skills that underpin the outcomes in Units 3 and 4 are examinable.
The written examination will be set by a panel appointed by the agency that produces the examination.
Conditions
The examinations will be completed under the following conditions: 
Duration: 
Oral examination: approximately 15 minutes 
Written examination: 2 hours plus 10 minutes reading time 
Date: 

Oral examination: end-of-year, on a date set and published annually by the VCAA
Written examination: end-of-year, on a date set annually by the Chief Executives of the Australasian Curriculum Assessment and Certification Authorities and published annually by the VCAA
The oral examination will be marked by assessors appointed by the VCAA.
The written examination will be marked by assessors appointed by the agency that produces the examination.
In the written examination, a range of text types will be included in listening and reading texts. However, students are expected to produce only the written text types in Karen listed in the ‘Text types’ section of this study design.
VCAA examination rules will apply. Details of these rules are published annually in the VCE Administrative Handbook.
[bookmark: _Toc21953279]Further advice
The VCAA publishes specifications for all VCE examinations on the VCAA website. Examination specifications include details about the sections of the examination, their weighting, the question format(s) and any other essential information. The specifications are published in the first year of implementation of the revised Unit 3 and 4 sequence, together with any sample material.
	© VCAA
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